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Where to Fish
South West Hwy to Burekup Reservoir

Trout are present in low numbers between the SW Highway and
Burekup Weir. The river flow here is limited to local runoft and
overflow from the Burekup Weir. During the summer months
most water from the Reservoir is released into irrigation canals
and the river downstream of the weir dries to a series of pools.
There is some limited access both upstream and downstream at
the SW Highway bridge. Between the bridge and Burekup Reser-
voir there are roads on both side of the river but access is limited
across private land (permission required) and there is no access by
vehicle to the weir.

Burekup Reservoir to River Rd Bridge

The river flows through a steep rocky gorge with deep pools be-
tween rock bars, rapids and bouldery runs. There are many large
fallen trees in the river and on the banks. Tall forest lines the gorge
and the streamside vegetation is thick. The rough 4WD Lennard
track from River Road follows the southern side of the river most
of way down to the Burekup Reservoir but does not reach it. There
are informal campsites along this track. The track is often closed
when track conditions deteriorate. On the northern side of the riv-
er there is 2WD vehicle access to the river off River Rd at Honey-
moon Pool, Stones Brook and Gelcoat Rapids campgrounds which
can be crowded on weekends and holidays over the summer. These
campgrounds are not suitable for caravans or motorhomes. From
the Gelcoat campground it is possible to walk downstream on a
firebreak road but this turns away from the river after less than a
kilometre. There are some good access points for anglers near the
campgrounds on both sides of the river. Elsewhere steep banks,
thick forest and fallen logs make access difficult. During summer
irrigation flows the river can be swift, deep and cold and wading

is not possible. Kayaks and canoes are not recommended due to
strong currents and the many logs across the river. So bait casting
or finding a long pool to flick a lure are the most popular fishing
options. There are some very good trout in this part of the river,
particularly well downstream of the campgrounds where the dif-
ficult access reduces fishing pressure. Fly anglers tend to prefer to
fish the section during periods of low flow when wading is possible
if you can find somewhere to get down into the riverbed.

River Rd Bridge to Wellington Dam

The river from the bridge below the dam wall down to the bridge
on River Rd flows through a steep sided gorge with many large
boulders and rock bars. There are some very big pools between
bouldery rapids and small waterfalls. Access on the north side of
the river is from a bike/walk trail that follows the river from the
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River Rd bridge up to the carpark above the dam wall. There are
many access points but there are also steep sections of bank and
thick vegetation which restrict angling access. On the south side
of the river Lennard Drive runs from Falcon Rd near the dam
wall all the way down to the River Rd bridge. This is a small, one
way road and is not suitable for vehicles towing boats, trailers and
caravans, or larger buses and motorhomes. The road winds down
through the gorge and for much of its length there is no access

to the river down the steep hillsides and little room for park-

ing. There are some access points along the road with parking
and a few have tables, benches and toilets. These accessible areas
are very popular for picnics, swimming and sight seeing during
summer holidays and weekends. In the winter months and during
cooler weather anglers often have the place to themselves. Access
to the river is easy from these parking areas but the best fishing
typically requires walking and climbing around and over many
logs, rock outcrops and boulders along the riverbanks upstream
and downstream. Vegetation along the river is thick and difficult
to get through. During high irrigation flows over summer the
river flows strongly and wading can be dangerous as the rocks on
the riverbed are slippery. Kayaks and canoes can provide some
limited fishing access to several of the larger pools but are not
recommended.

During low flow periods wading in and across the river is possible
in many places but beware of deep holes and slippery rocks.

There is a good stock of trout in superb condition throughout this
section of the gorge and experienced anglers willing to explore the
river on foot will find excellent opportunities for bait, lure and fly
fishing.

Wellington Reservoir

The reservoir is the largest in the south west and holds a large
volume of water at the end of winter which is then released over
the summer months for irrigation. Most of the resevoir lies in the
Wellington National Park and the surrounding land is native for-

®
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est. There are plantation forests on the eastern and south eastern
margins of the reservoir. There is a sealed road access suitable for
2WD vehicles to the campgound and boat ramp at Potters Gorge.
The campground can accommodate caravans and large moto-
rhomes. Anglers have easy access to walk the shoreline in both
directions from Potters Gorge. Rough 4WD tracks off Mumga-
lup Rd and also Coalfields Rd provide some angler access to the
margins of the reservoir. There are numerous intersecting tracks
through the plantation forests, some of which do eventually lead
to the waters edge. And there are a few campsites on a walk trail
along the margin of the reservoir.

Most anglers fish the reservoir from boats, kayaks and canoes.
There is a 6hp limit for motorised craft. The distance from the
boat ramp at Potters Gorge to the northern end of the reservoir
at Coalfields Rd is more than 13km. While relatively narrow for
much of its length the reservoir is a large open body of water and
can become rough in windy conditions. Observe the safety re-
quirements. Anglers fish from watercraft with baits or troll lures,
while fly casting to rising fish in wind lanes is also popular.

Wellington Reservoir to Roberts Rocks

The Collie River channel at the head of the reservoir floods are
water backs up as the reservoir fills over winter. During summer
the channel may hold little water as the reservoir level falls. Trout
are most likely to be found here in late autumn and over winter
as fish look to move upstream in search of potential spawning
sites. This will also be the case for other feeder streams such as
the Hamilton River. The presence of stop boards in the weir at
Roberts Rocks prevents movement of fish further upstream.
There is easy angler access to these areas from a number of roads
that can be accessed off Coalfields Rd and Mungalup Rd
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Fishing Tips and Techniques

Trout eat a range of insects, crustaceans, small fish, worms and
frogs. The fish will be where the food is. Look for signs that are
right for feeding trout. As your experience grows you will begin
to learn how to ‘read the water’ and understand where fish prefer
to be.

On Wellington Revervoir the main areas to fish are:

» banks or headlands areas with lots of weed;

« wind affected bays or shorelines;

« wind lanes where surface flotsam accumulates;

« steep banks, rocky areas and deep drop-ofts; and

» where turbid water meets with clear water, particularly along
the shore line.

In these areas fish sit high in the water column and will also
push up close to the banks during the early and late hours of the
day. This is when you should fish the shallow flats or headlands.
When the sun is high or on hot summer days fish sit deeper and
you need to make longer casts or fish the drop-ofts. Fishing wind
affected areas is often best in the afternoon as the wind picks up.
On the Collie River concentrate on areas such as:

« the headwater and channels of fast flowing rapids;

« river bends, in front of and behind rocky outcrops and tim-
bered structures; and,

« beneath tree roots, undercut banks, boulders, deep shade un-
der overhanging trees.

In flowing rivers trout (which often look like dark elongated
shapes) tend to face upstream into the current and often have

a ‘preferred lie’ where they can sit out of the direct force of a
strong current. Here a fish does not have to work so hard to
maintain its position in the current and can shoot out from their
lie to grab passing food then return to the same spot to wait for
more food. Fish will also sit in front of an obstruction, where the
water hitting the obstruction forms a pillow of water that is not
moving so strongly. Take the time to observe your surrounding
environment such as insects in the streamside vegetation and
the various creatures living on the river or stream bed. Trout will
often lie in deeper water just downstream from a riffle or rapid
where the strong currents dislodge small animals from the bot-
tom which then drift down to the waiting trout. The drift below
riffles and rapids typically forms what is known as a ‘bubble’ or
‘foam line’ and fish often lie in these.

For bait and lure fishing all you need isa 1.8 - 2.1m, 1 - 4-kg
spinning rod matched with a 1000 or 2500 sized reel. Use 2.7 —
3.6 kg braid line with a similar weight fluorocarbon leader.

For bait fishing the reservoir, a small running sinker or float rig
with a 40 - 50 cm leader coming oft a small swivel and a size 6 or
8 hook works well. On the river, attach a light weight split-shot
sinker with similar rigs to above and drift it down with the cur-
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rent. Live baits such as earth worms, mud eyes and grasshoppers
are ideal bait when fished on a pattern and size of hook that suits
the bait. Dough baits (e.g. PowerBait) are also a good option for
people who don’t want to handle live baits.

For lure fishing, a similar outfit to above can be used - just tie
your lure straight to your leader or attach a small snap swivel
between. Lures in the size range of 2 to 5cm are best, the easiest
lures are small floating or slowly sinking hard bodies. When cast-
ing these lures it is recommended to vary the retrieve often; fast,
slow, twitchy, steady and so on. Best approach is to keep moving
along the bank and other structures casting and retrieving. Blad-
ed spinners and spoons can also be used to allow for longer casts.
Trolling from a boat, kayak or canoe can be very effective; just
troll various floating/diving or metal lures behind varying the
vessel speed according to type of lure. Most lures will reach their
maximum depth when trailed on 50 - 75m of line. Deep-bibbed,
hard bodied lures and/or weights will send your lure deeper to
the ‘thermoclines’ (patches of water of differing temperature)
where the fish spend hot summer days. A downrigger may help
for the deeper waters. Use lures that have natural colours (ie.
green, brown, olive and black).

Trout also respond well to jigging soft plastics fished on weighted
jig heads fished at varying depths. This is a great method when
the sun is high on the water and the fish have moved deeper. Jig
deep holes, steep banks and rocky drop-offs and remember to
vary your retrieve according to depth.

Most fly fishers use a medium action 2.1- 2.7 m (7-9ft.) carbon
fibre 4 — 6 weight fly rod with a weight-forward floating or inter-
mediate fly line. Fly fishing the river using nymphs (weighted or
unweighted) or wet flies can be very effective cast upstream, An-
other popular option is to fish a streamer fly across and down. It
is important to keep good contact with your flies at all times and
to work a consistent line length, Between August and October
the reservoir water warms and trout move into the newly flooded
margins. If sunny then move to an adjacent bank that shelves
steeply into deep water. Windward shores are where surface food
aggregates and wave action stirs nymphs off the substrate. During
light rain try a nymph fished deep. On windy days fish the mud-
line along windward shores, caused by waves breaking on the
bank. Over the hot summer months fish steep banks or rocky
drop-offs using full-sink line with a short slow retrieve allowing
the fly to sink 10 metres or more.

Look for signs especially in low light for fish rising to take food
on or near the surface. Polarised sunglasses are helpful.

This is the fifth in a series of brochures the ATF has developed
on where to fish for trout in the SW. If you want to support our
projects then consider joining the ATF:
https://australiantroutfoundation.com.au/product/membership/
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Trout Fishing on
the Collie River and
Wellington Reservoir
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