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Protecting Cockburn Sound Position Statement

Recfishwest is committed to protecting Cockburn Sound so future generations can continue to access
and enjoy healthy habitats and great fishing experiences.

Cockburn Sound is Western Australia’s most important recreational fishing waterway and a unique
environmental, social and community asset. Recfishwest recognises that Cockburn Sound supports a
range of community, industrial, defence and transport uses, and that significant development is
planned within the Sound over the coming decades.

Recfishwest will advocate strongly for the protection and improvement of fish habitat, fish abundance,
environmental conditions and recreational fishing access. While decisions regarding development
ultimately rest with governments and statutory decision-makers, Recfishwest will engage
constructively and independently to ensure recreational fishing interests are properly represented and
the best possible outcomes are secured for the Sound and future generations of fishers.

Background

Protected by Garden Island, Cockburn Sound is an integral part of WA’s fishing culture providing
accessible and reliable oceanic fishing opportunities for families, small boats, kayaks, divers and shore-
based fishers. Locations throughout the Sound, such as the D9, Pinnacles and Parmelia Bank, are
important social and recreational assets and an integral part of WA'’s fishing heritage.

Cockburn Sound supports Western Australia's busiest boat ramp, the largest Pink Snapper spawning
aggregation in the West Coast Bioregion and important nursery habitat for many fish species. Despite
the loss of more than 80 per cent of its historic seagrass meadows, the Sound is slowly recovering and
remains one of WA's most significant marine ecosystems.

For decades, Recfishwest has been a champion for Cockburn Sound, helping establish the Cockburn
Sound Management Council, supporting Pink Snapper spawning protections, delivering the Snapper
Guardians stocking program and investing in regenerative mussel aquaculture to improve the health
and productivity of the Sound.

Recfishwest recognises that Cockburn Sound is a shared marine environment that supports multiple
values and users. Over the coming decade, substantial development is proposed within and adjacent
to the Sound, including major port, defence, transport and industrial infrastructure.

Recfishwest's participation in consultation, planning, and stakeholder processes should not be
interpreted as support for, or endorsement of, any particular development proposal. Recfishwest
engages to represent recreational fishing interests, influence outcomes and ensure the environmental
and social values of Cockburn Sound are properly considered in decision-making.

Our Approach
Where developments have the potential to affect fish habitat, fish abundance, environmental
conditions or recreational fishing access, Recfishwest will advocate for:

e Avoidance of impacts wherever possible.

e Minimisation of impacts where avoidance is not possible.

e Effective mitigation and restoration of affected habitats and values.

e Enhancement measures that improve the long-term health, resilience and fishing experiences

of Cockburn Sound.

Recfishwest will work constructively with governments, regulators, project proponents and the fishing
community to secure the best possible outcomes for Cockburn Sound. At the same time, Recfishwest
will remain independent and hold proponents and decision-makers accountable when environmental
and recreational fishing values are not properly considered, when avoidable impacts are not
prevented, or when appropriate mitigation, restoration, and enhancement measures are not
delivered.
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