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FISHING

Rowland urges

fishers to speak out §

STAFF REPORTER

RECFISHWEST CEO
Dr Andrew Rowland
fishers in Esperance this
week.

“We have heard grow-
ing concerns from the
fishing community
about the marine park
planning process and
the impact of potential-
ly heavy restrictions on
the south coast way of
life,” he said.

Dr Rowland urged
south coast fishers to
strongly make their
views heard when
plans for the proposed
South Coast Marine
Park were expected to
be released for public
comment next month.

A RecFishWest
spokesman said fish-
ing was a key part of
the south coast coastal
lifestyle bringing enor-
mous social, well-being
and economic benefits
to those who lived there
and the tens of thou-

O RecFishWest chief executive Dr Andrew Rowland takes time out to fish on the south coast.

sands who visited to fish
there every year.
“Subsequently,
Recfishwest has heard
widespread concerns
from south coast fishers
and wider community
members about the
potential impact of the
marine park and being
ignored in the planning
process,” he said.

"Many people we have

spoken to are worried
about their freedom to
drive along beaches to
access their favourite
fishing spots or take the
tinny out from a boat
ramp close to town to
catch a feed of fish for
the family.

“There has also been
growing chorus of
voices across the south
coast community and

from members of the
marine park’s Commu-
nity Reference Com-
mittee publicly criticis-
ing the direction of the
planning process.”

Dr Andrew Rowland
said there was mount-
ing concern that the
freedom to fish beach-
es and offshore areas
prized by generations
of south coast residents

and visitors was on the
line.

"With our own experi-
ences of it to date, we
share the community’s
concerns that the plan-
ning process for the
marine park has gone
sideways,” he said.

“"The establishment
of a marine park along
the south coast must be
balanced and should

O Fishing on the south coast.

not deprive local com-
munities from accessing
popular fishing loca-
tions and beaches and
all the well-being, fam-
ily, social and economic
benefits they provide to
the local community.
“To achieve this bal-
ance, the Government
must genuinely listen to
and taken on board the
concerns and aspira-
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At WA Country Builders we want to make it easy for you to get everything
you want in your new home, so for a limited time we are offering $15,000
to spend towards prestart upgrades, when you choose to build with us.
PLUS, all our homes are packed full of quality inclusions offering you the
best value.

That’s $15,000 YOUR WAY!
You choose, what you want in your new home.
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It’s your new home,

upgrade it YOUR WAY.

tions of the recreational
fishing community and
of the wider south coast
community as a whole.”

Dr Rowland said this
also made it critical for
south coast fishers to
make clear what is im-
portant to them, when
details of the proposed
marine park were re-
leased for public com-
ment.

What will you choose to spend your $15K on?

* Air-conditioning * Wall painting < Smart home automation
¢ Lighting * Flooring ° Plus more

The choice is yours.

BE QUICK! Call 6141 9126
or go to wacountrybuilders.com.au
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Pricing shown is for Esperance. Terms and conditions apply. Offer available on standard home designs only. Not available with any other offer or promotion and maybe withdrawn, without notice, at any time.
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ntee and differ in each region. Speak with a Design C for details. BC11422




