
 
 

 

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF RECFISHWEST 

 

Dear Recfishwest Member 
 
As the Chief Executive Officer of Recfishwest I have great pleasure in advising that the Recfishwest 2016 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Wednesday 16  November in the “State Room” of the 
Fremantle Sailing Club, 151 Marine Terrace, Fremantle commencing at 6.30pm.   
 
At the meeting, members will be asked to: 

 Accept the minutes of the 2015 annual general meeting 

 Accept the annual report and financial statements 

 Appoint an auditor 

 Vote in the Director Election  

 
Included with this notice are: 

1. The meeting agenda, the minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting and Candidate’s 

background information 

2. Ballot Paper for Director Election 

 
NOTE:  
If you wish to cast a vote prior to the AGM in the Director Election, the Ballot Paper must be returned to 
us by 5pm Tuesday 15 November 2016 to be counted. 
 
ONLY financial members will be entitled to vote at the AGM, so please renew your membership if 
required.  We will have contacted you separately if your membership is due to expire before the AGM. 
 
Please RSVP by email to record your attendance or apologies no later than 5pm Friday 11 November 
2016 to recfish@recfishwest.org.au. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

 
Andrew Rowland 
Chief Executive Officer 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday 16 November 2016 at 6.30pm 
Fremantle Sailing Club 

“State Room”  
151 Marine Tce 

FREMANTLE  
  
 

AGENDA  
 

1. Welcome 

2. Apologies  

3. Acceptance of minutes of 2015 Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

4. Presentation of Annual Report and Financial Statements 

4.1 Adoption of Annual Report and Financial Statements 

4.2 Appointment of Auditor 

5. Election of Directors 

6. Close formal part of AGM 

 
 



 

 

 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

Held on Wednesday 21 October 2015 
in the State Room, Fremantle Sailing Club 

Marine Terrace, Fremantle 
 
1. WELCOME     

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 6.50pm and welcomed Director General, 
Department of Fisheries, Ms Heather Brayford and members.  The Chairman acknowledged 
Board members, staff and members of Recfishwest.    
 
Members Present: 
Mike Donnelly    Stan Semenow 
Tim Bray    Peter Ferencz 
Geoff Ellis    Jason Froud 
Stewart King    Kim Burton 
Craig Bibra    William Surridge 
Ray Weller    Stuart Bowman 
Richard Howell    Andrew Mathews 
Michael Burgess    Bretton Stiffold 
Alan Guthrie    Norman Halse 
Duncan Gray    Peter Taylor 
Kevin Gammage    Ian Stagles 
 
Recfishwest Staff: 
Andrew Rowland, Chief Executive Officer 
Leyland Campbell, Principal Policy Officer 
Yvette Guy, Office Manager 
Tim Grose, Communications Manager 
Vanessa Abbott, Accountant 
Matt Gillett, Regional Policy Officer 
Ruth Sprague, Events & Membership Officer 
James Florisson, Research Officer 
Bronte Nardi, Community Engagement Officer 
 

2. APOLOGIES 
Minister for Fisheries, Hon Ken Baston MLC 
Dean Thorburn (Director)  Simon Longbottom (Director) 
Dave Barry   Peter Babarskas 
John Curtis   Dean Stewart 
Joe Horvath   Graham Wilson 
Booker, James   Graeme Walker 
Peter Carmen    Tim Stawell 
David Horne   Max Kelly 
Frank Kennington  Peter Coote 
Robert Stevens   George Holman 
Dean Stewart   Sandra Hegerty 
John Suckling   Richard Davies 
Longman, Ramon  Hylton Davis 
Edgar Escobar   John Elston 
Graham Gould   Gary Hammond 
Graham Wilson   Steve Wiseman 



Robert Lindsay   Pat McKeown 
Frank Prokop   James Muhling 
Sharon Smith    Jim Ponsonby 
Paul Longo   Rowland T Rowlands 
Brad Medhurst 
 

3. The Chairman introduced Ms Heather Brayford, Director General of the Department of Fisheries 
and invited her to speak.   
7.05pm   

 
4. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF 2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Chairman called for acceptance of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting on 15th 
October 2014.   
 
MOTION:  ‘that the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 15th October 2014 be accepted as 
a true and accurate record of proceedings”.  
 
Moved:  Geoff Ellis   Seconded:  Norm Halse 
Motion Carried. 

 
5. PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Members were directed toward a copy of the Annual Report that they were given on arrival. 
  

5.1 ADOPTION OF ANNUAL REPORT, FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND AUDITOR’S REPORT 
The Chief Executive Officer reported on Recfishwest's financial position, referring members to 
the audited financial statements within the Recfishwest Annual Report, as presented by Ray 
Woolley Pty Ltd, who had provided auditing services to Recfishwest over the past two years.   
 
The CEO thanked the chair of the Finance Committee, Director Ellis for his work, together with 
Vanessa Abbott in the preparation and management of the financial affairs of the Association.  
The Chairman added his thanks to Director Ellis and his committee for excellent work. 
 
Members were asked for comments and questions regarding the Annual Report including the 
Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report.   
 
MOTION:  “that the 2014/2015 Annual Report including the Financial Statements and the 
Auditor’s Report be accepted”. 
 
Moved:  Stewart King   Seconded:   Jason Froud 
Motion Carried. 

 
5.2 APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 
 
 The Recfishwest Board has recommended that Recfishwest retain the services of independent 

auditor Ray Woolley for the period 2015-2016. 
 

MOTION:  “that Ray Woolley is appointed as Recfishwest’s Auditor for the next twelve 
months”.   

 
Moved:  Stewart King   Seconded:  Richard Howell  
Motion Carried. 

 
 
 
 
 



6. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
The Chairman advised that Yvette Guy, Ruth Sprague and James Florisson had been appointed to 
perform the roles of Returning Officer and Scrutineers.   
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised there were three Director vacancies, each for two year terms.  The 
Chief Executive Officer acknowledged the Director nominees; Tim Bray, Jason Froud, Frank Prokop and 
Geoff Ellis.  He introduced those who were present, and offered the apologies of those absent. 
 
The Chairman called for any final ballot papers. 
 
The Returning Officer and Scrutineers left the room to tally the votes. 
 
The Chairman delivered his report on the operations of Recfishwest over the past twelve months.  He 
highlighted the strong membership growth and the organisation focus on providing value to all our 
stakeholders.  The Chairman advised that Recfishwest has excellent culture organised around a strong 
mission to deliver sustainable, accessible, enjoyable and safe fishing to the community.  He noted he was 
pleased to see people buying into our philosophies and engaging with us. 
 
The Chairman acknowledged the work of Andrew Matthews as the long standing previous chairman 
setting solid foundation as a springboard for the future.  He also recognised the contribution of both Ian 
Stagles and Ian Sewell who retired from the Board during the year and the fact they will no doubt still 
remain passionate advocates for rec fishing. 
 
Chairman Bray outlined that our communications strategies are working well, with record numbers 
responding to our surveys, providing positive feedback plus our digital reach (such as Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram) is increasing and providing excellent coverage of our work.   
 
The chairman highlighted the fight to keep the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and the number of 
invest in the relevant programs contributing to providing better fishing outcomes.  Looking forward to the 
year ahead and that he and the Board are dedicated to implementing the strategies such as developing 
partnerships, improved engagement with our stakeholders and growing our role in fishing safety.  He 
thanked Andrew Rowland, CEO, who has responded to new ideas with enthusiasm and is a fearless 
advisor.   
 
Questions from the floor: 
 

 In relation to Herring - What are RFW doing to maintain the closure?  What is RFW doing to increase 
the herring limit back to normal? 
 
The Chairman advised that the Board built a strategy for Herring.  We had active discussions with the 
minister and his staff.  Disappointed at the speed of the Departments advice we moved actively to 
secure a decision best for recreational fishers.  The fact was that larger the bag limits cuts were 
proposed and we got to a position of ensuring rec fishing for herring was available all year round.  
Recfishwest is currently trying to ensure the Department develops and maintains a recovery plan for 
Herring. 
 
The CEO noted that Cray bait is an unacceptable use for Herring to Recfishwest.  He believed at the 
science genuinely pointed to risk to sustainability and that action was needed.  He advised that the 
Minister understands our position and the Premier has prioritised herring for recreational fishing and 
human consumption purposes as it has wide reaching social and economic value.  The Herring G-Trap 
fishery is closed permanently with review in early 2017.   
 
 

 What was the driver to increase membership? 
 
The Chairman advised that Membership was a key issue at the Strategic planning meeting Feb 2013.  



There was month to month implementation and development.  Feedback was continual. Results were 
monitored and we adjusted the strategy when necessary. 
 

 In relation to Grants in the financial reports – What caused the drop in Grants revenue? 
 
The CEO advised that multiple projects are run over across several years with a range of various 
milestone related payment schedules.  Depending on milestones and the timing of payments 
Recfishwest will see varying amounts of income between years.   
 

The Returning Officer and scrutineers returned to the room.  The Chief Executive Officer announced 
that the Directors elected to serve two year terms on the Recfishwest Board of Management: 
Tim Bray, Jason Froud and Geoff Ellis. 
 
MOTION:  “that the election of Tim Bray, Jason Froud and Geoff Ellis be accepted, and the ballots 
destroyed.” 
 
Moved:  Andrew Matthews   Seconded:  Mike Donnelly 
Motion Carried. 
 
The Chairman congratulated and welcomed returning Directors. 

 
7. SPECIAL RESOLUTION – ALTERING THE RULES (CONSTITUTION) OF RECFISHWEST 

In accordance with Section 17(1) of the Associations Incorporation Act (WA) 1987 any alteration to 
the rules (Constitution) of an incorporated association must be by special resolution.  
 
Background - the proposed amendments seek to:  
 
Establish a Life Membership category that recognises distinguished achievement and service of the 
highest degree by a member of Recfishwest. This is the highest honour the Board of Directors can 
bestow upon a Member. 
 
In considering the award of Life Membership an individual must have demonstrated significant, 
sustained high quality service to Recfishwest that has enhanced the reputation and future of the 
organisation. 
 
Qualities of a Life member include: 

 The general attitude and overall demeanour that shows a dedication to the values of 
Recfishwest. 

 Commitment to the beliefs and principles of Recfishwest. 

 Valued leadership and good role modelling that reflects credit upon Recfishwest. 
 
Resolution 
MOTION: "By Special Resolution, the constitution of West Australian Recreational & Sportfishing 
Council Inc. be amended as follows: 
 
4.8 Life Membership  
 
(a) A Member may by way of writing nominate another Member for Life Membership of the Council 

giving reasons as to why Life Membership should be granted. 
 
(b) The Board at its sole discretion may confer Life Membership on a Member who: 
 

(i)  has rendered special and outstanding services to the Council; and 
(ii) has not, within 30 days of being given written or oral notice from the Board of the grant of the 

Life Membership, provided the Board with written notice rejecting the grant of the Life 
Membership. 



 
(c)  Subject to clause 6, the holder of a Life Membership has all of the rights privileges and 

obligations of an Ordinary member or Affiliate Member pursuant to clause 4.5, for the period of 
their life and without the requirement to pay an annual subscription.  

 
 As per the constitution, 75% of members were required to support a resolution.  
 The votes were tallied: Total of 78 votes, 6 not in favour, 72 in favour. 

 
Moved: Jason Froud    Seconded: Mike Burgess 
Motion Carried. 
 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP  
At its September meeting the Recfishwest Board passed a resolution that “Ian Stagles be awarded 
Life Membership of Recfishwest at the 2015 AGM” 
 
Ian helped found Recfishwest, and was the inaugural Chairman in 1997.   
Ian served as Chairman from 1997-1999, later returning as a general member of the board from 2010 
– 2015. 
 
Ian has always been a keen advocate for the rights of recreational fishers, in particular securing and 
maintaining access to sustainable fishing opportunities.  Ian has also been a strong advocate for fair 
resource sharing arrangements between fishing sectors as well as supporter of effective 
communication on recreational fishing issues. 
 
His experiences across various forms of fishing have provided a unique perspective in establishing 
Recfishwest trust and credibility amongst the recreational fishing community.  
 
Through his strong beliefs and principles, Ian was a key driving force behind Recfishwest’s more 
recent governance reforms that have assisted the organisation achieve it current successes and good 
standing with Government. 
 
The Chairman presented Ian Stagles with the award and Ian spoke briefly in reply. 
 

8. CLOSE FORMAL PART OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 The Chairman declared the formal part of the meeting closed thanked all the members for attending 

and invited them for refreshments at the bar. 
  

Meeting closed at 7.50pm. 



Agenda Item 5 

DIRECTOR ELECTION 2016 
 
 

SIMON McLERNON 
 
Simon is currently the Vice President of Bluewater 
Freedivers of WA. 
 
Simon is a mechatronic engineer who has worked in a 
variety of industries including mining, manufacturing, 
ship building and subsea oil and gas.  With a strong 
background in subsea oil and gas, he believes he can 
offer subsea engineering expertise to current and 
future Recfishwest projects. 

 
Simon has developed and designed the Bluewater Safety Float with the aim to increase diver and 
boating safety.  He is now looking to expand the production of the float to boat users and divers across 
Perth with an aim to service demand from the rest of WA and eastern states. 
 
Benefits to the Recfishwest Board 
Simon has been a keen fisherman and diver all of his life and is extremely passionate about the ocean 
and its future sustainability.  His leadership experience leading a team of engineers would help provide 
strategic thinking for Recfishwest and provide additional communication avenues into the diving 
community. 
 
Simon has gained valued experience in the areas of administration, management, personnel, human 
resources and program evaluation. 
 
 
 

MICHAEL BURGESS 
Incumbent 

 
Michael is currently the State Coordinator of 
Fishcare Victoria.  Prior to this position Michael 
was the Manager of the South West Institute of 
Technology in Bunbury.   
 
Michael also held several positions during his 12 
years at the Department of Fisheries.  He holds a 
Bachelor of Science B.Sc. (Hons) in Aquaculture 
and Seafood Science and a Certificate IV in 
Frontline Management and is currently completing 

a Graduate Certificate for Internet Communications. 
 
While at the Department, Michael’s role was Co-ordinator Community Education which involved liaising 
with recreational fishers collecting data as well as promoting sustainability and education awareness.  
Education of the community and schools provided a variety of education opportunities connecting 
regional Western Australians to the aquatic environment.  Education opportunities were tailored to 
meet the specific needs of the regional and included events and festivals. 
 



Benefits to the Recfishwest Board 
Michael is committed to maintaining and enhancing recreational fishing values and experiences in 
Western Australia as well as strong advocate for sustainability and the role recreational fishers can play 
in the management process, data collection and establishing behaviour and attitude.  He is also very 
excited to be involved in fishing in WA with artificial reefs and FADS going into the water, species being 
stocked and an array of community capacity building projects at the grassroots level being 
implemented. 
 
With his detailed knowledge of the Department’s procedures and fisheries legislation, he has the 
proven ability to assimilate complex policy and scientific information.  As well as speaking to thousands 
of recreational fisheries over the years as part of his Community Engagement work, Michael can offer a 
very balance and pragmatic perspective to the Board, including awareness of localised values and 
issues. 
 
 

DEAN THORBURN 
Incumbent 

 
Dean is currently a Director and Principal Scientist of a 
Western Australian based consultancy which specialises in 
investigations of the biology and ecology of fish and fisheries.  
He holds a Doctorate of Philosophy (PhD) and received a 
Bachelor of Science (Biological Science and Marine Science) in 
1998 and completed his Honours in Biologic Science 
(B.Sc.Hons) in 1999.  During this time he had a great deal of 
interaction with commercial fishers, seafood suppliers and 
customers.  This provided invaluable insight into commercial 
fishery operations in WA. 

 
Dean has been elected for the Board on three separate occasions, with his most recent election being in 
2014 for a two year term.  He is currently a member of the Governance Committee. 
 
Dean has previously been the Senior Scientist for an Environmental Consultancy firm and worked mainly 
on the preparation of Environment Plans, Environmental Managements Plans and EPBC Referrals for 
inshore and offshore petroleum exploration programs and production development throughout 
Western Australia. 
 
Dean also was a Research Consultant at Murdoch University while completing his PhD on a number of 
commercial and government funded projects. 
 
Benefits to the Recfishwest Board 
Dean enjoys all facets of recreational fishing in freshwater, estuary and marine environments and has 
fished and dived throughout Australia (and overseas).  Dean has always been an avid SCUBA diver and 
snorkeller. 
 
As a biologist with 15 years’ experience in marine and aquatic studies and specialises in fish biology and 
ecological investigations or riverine and nearshore waters.  He is familiar with current fisheries related 
issues and has a strong research background and is therefore able to offer insight and direction on such 
issues.  Dean is also the Director and Principal Scientist of an environmental consulting company and 
has occupied that role since 2006.  In this current role, Dean continues to work on the biology of 
numerous bony and cartilaginous fish species and conducts monitoring programs, impact assessments 
and aids with government approvals for various projects throughout northern Australia and south-east 
Asia.  Dean works for a range of clients including those in private, oil and gas, mining and Government 
sectors. 
 



ANDREW MATTHEWS 
 
Andrew has spent many years working in the area of 
plant sciences with a particular interest in the ecological 
processes and ecosystem management.  He is passionate 
about the environment, rights of access and marine 
resource management based on scientifically quantified 
risk assessment.  
 
Andrew was first elected as a Public Board Member to 
the Recfishwest Board at the Annual General Meeting in 
2008 and subsequently was elected by the board as 
Deputy Chairman in that year.  He was re-elected by the 
membership in 2009, elected Chairman of Recfishwest in 
2009-2014.   
 
Andrew has attained a B.App.Sc (Melbourne University) 

as well as receiving a Post Grad Dip Sciences – Botany 
 
In 2011, Andrew was invited to be part of the Ministerial delegation to the Department of Fisheries to 
visit Seoul, South Korea to attend meetings with Government officials and artificial reef manufacturers. 
 
Also, in 2011, Andrew was invited to attend the International Recreational Fishing Conference in Berlin 
and an invitation to meet HRH Queen Elizabeth II on her official to visit to Perth by Premier Colin 
Barnett. 
 
In 2014, Andrew attended the World Recreational Fishing Conference in Brazil. 
 
Benefits to the Recfishwest Board 
Andrew is a passionate fisher with an in-depth understanding in the complexities of sustainable 
recreational fisheries management and has a keen interest in adaptive fisheries management which 
meets or exceeds community expectations.  Having previously lived in regional Western Australia, he 
easily recognises the social and economic importance of recreational fishing, boating and diving 
provided to these communities. 
 
With a strong external communications and marketing background, Andrew has been widely published 
in a number of fishing magazines on topics as varied as marine conservation to the latest lure fishing 
technique. 
 
He wishes to represent the attitudes and aspirations of Recfishwest’s members as well as all Western 
Australian recreational fishers and where appropriate the broader community.  He believes that 
recreational fishers need to form strong relationships with stakeholder groups and industry who all 
share a common interest, so that collectively their well considered views will reflect those of anglers as 
well as the general community.   
 
Andrew has gained valuable experience in many areas including administration, management, 
community service, policy development, public relations, communications, non-profit experience, 
science related fields and advocacy. 
 
With two sons who share his enthusiasm for the environment, Andrew’s spare time is spent travelling 
and angling right around Western Australia. 
 


