
AQUATIC RESOURCES MANAGEMENT BILL 2015      

The Aquatic Resources Management Bill 2015 (ARMB) has been designed to replace the Fish 

Resources Management Act 1994 (FRMA) as the primary legislation for the management of Western 

Australia’s fisheries and aquatic biological resources. This Bill is now undergoing a second reading in 

Parliament and will hopefully be passed soon.   The focus of the ARMB is to ensure the ecologically 

sustainable development of Western Australia’s living aquatic biological resources and ecosystems. 

The ARMB has been years in the planning and during that time Recfishwest have been working to 

ensure the best outcome for recreational fishers.  The new Bill will for the first time provide 

recreational fishers with a legal ‘right to fish’.  Recreational fishers currently have no right to any 

allocations of fish stocks and are at the mercy of fisheries managers and political decision makers.  

Fisheries allocations can, and should, change over time reflecting changing community values and 

there needs to be a process to allow this change to occur.   In the ARMB the process for increasing 

the recreational catch share is much simpler than the process to reduce it which reflects the fact 

that changing allocations often result in an increased catch share for the recreational fishing sector.   

The new Bill will improve the recreational fishing communities ability to access fish resources and 

will lead to better managed fisheries with more flexible and adaptive management arrangements.  

The ARMB will also take the politics out of fisheries management.  

The current  ARMB can be downloaded by clicking on the following link.  

http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/Bills.nsf/1D103914B411A4CF48257DF6001BBD6B/$Fi

le/Bill052-1.pdf  

Under current Fisheries legislation the recreational sectors catch allocation can be reduced without 

any consultation with recreational fishers.  This cannot happen under the new legislation.  A simple 

comparison between the old and new legislation will quickly show that the ARMB is a lot better for 

recreational fishers than current fisheries legislation and Recfishwest expects bipartisan support for 

this Bill.    

Comparisons between the old and new fisheries legislation FRMA 
1984 

ARMB 
2015 

Does this give recreational fishers any rights? No Yes 
Does the recreational sector have to be consulted about changes to their allocation?   No Yes 
Is there a process to increase the amount of fish allocated to the recreational sector?  No Yes 
Do recreational fishers need to be consulted when developing recreational fishing rules?   No Yes 
Is there a requirement to monitor recreational fishing catch and effort? No Yes 
Does this encourage the development of management specific to recreational fishing? No Yes 
Can Recfishwest trade or sell fish allocated to the recreational sector?  No No 
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