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1.1  chairman’s report 

It gives me great pleasure to present the 2014/15 annual report of Recfishwest to our members, my first as

Chairman.  Right up front I want to welcome the 18,000 new members and subscribers who joined Recfishwest

in the past 12 months, and to thank all members and subscribers for their ongoing support.

This support has made our organisation stronger, while also motivating the Board and the entire Recfishwest

team, to relentlessly pursue improved enjoyment of accessible, sustainable and safe recreational fishing in

Western Australia.

As the voice of recreational fishers in WA we have played a lead role in driving change that resulted in the

extension of the Western Rock Lobster season with outstanding results. We negotiated strongly to get the

Minister’s support for new herring management package that ensured ongoing sustainable access for

recreational fishers to the people’s fish while significantly reducing the level of overall explotation.

Our voice was also heard loudly when it looked as though a tough State Budget was going to cut the Recreational

Fishing Initiatives Fund (RFIF) by $800,000 per year.  Our voice, backed by the strength of our membership,

ensured these cuts didn’t eventuate and as a result Recfishwest continues to be the driving force behind initiatives

that will see the deployment of: more artificial reefs; fish aggregation devices (FADs); and restocking programs

including Swan River Prawns, Mulloway and Barramundi.  

2014/15 was a year in which we partnered with Fishers with Disabilities to produce a digital guide to sites that

cater for the needs of people with disabilities so that they can more readily enjoy the quality recreational fishing

Western Australia has to offer. 

It was also a year in which we got serious about supporting you all to get home safely from your fishing experience.

Angel Rings and rock anchor bolts have been installed in some of the south coasts most notorious rock fishing

locations, a free life jacket exchange program through tackle stores exists and we sought to raise awareness via

a targeted public campaign.  However, tragically fishers lives have continued to be lost and so we will be

expanding this program and continue to communicate through our networks the importance of planning for the

safe return of everyone every time you go fishing.  

The team has continued to implement new strategies to ensure Recfishwest’s members and subscribers were

kept in the loop on everything from herring management to where the fish would be biting on the weekend.  Our

weekly fishing reports have been hugely popular and this is just the start of what we have in mind in terms of

how we can communicate with you through your smart phone or tablet to make your fishing experience more

enjoyable and rewarding.  

We have very much appreciated the overwhelmingly positive response to our latest member survey and always look

forward to getting insights from you through our surveys or even via our Facebook page – which now has almost 8,000

followers.

Lastly I would like to thank three stalwarts of the recreational fishing community who have stepped down from

the board since the last AGM. Firstly to my predecessor Andrew Matthews, thank you for the leadership and

reform processes you led over the years you served as Chairman that have provided the launchpad of many of

our current achievements.  To Ian Stagles and Ian Sewell, the recreational community owes you both a large

debt of gratitude for your tireless and selfless work over many years.  While the loss of these three individuals is

significant I am very pleased that each of them remains committed to the cause of Recfishwest and will continue

to remain very active in our processes.   

Recfishwest has enjoyed a challenging but ultimately very successful 12 months, but we are far from done. We plan

to see our success become the basis for an even better 12 months in 2015/16 and you can stay on top of all that we

are doing via our Broad Cast Newsletter, our Facebook page or website and I encourage you tell a friend about what

we are doing and encourage them to join you in supporting an organisation that is all about making fishing better.

See you out there.  

Tim Bray
Chairman
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1.2 the board continued

Michael Burgess Director

Michael is a non-executive Director of Recfishwest and a member of the Communications

Committee.  He is also the WA Regional and Social Media Administrator for the Redmap

project.

Michael is currently Manager of Services and Support of the South West Institute of

Technology in Bunbury.  Michael is a keen recreational fisher from Dunsborough and also has extensive

experience in marine science and holds a Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Aquaculture and Seafood Science.

Michael has previously been a key member of the Department of Fisheries for 12 years with the past 5 years

residing on the South West Coast as a Coordinator of Community Education.

Michael was elected to the Recfishwest Board at the 2014 AGM for a two year term.

Jason Froud Director

Jason is an independent non-executive Director of Recfishwest and Chair of the Communications

Committee.

Jason has worked during the last five years with a Western Australian energy company in senior

corporate affairs and policy roles using his knowledge of politics, science, the media, social

trends and economics.  He holds a Bachelor of Science (Environmental Science) as well as a Graduate Diploma

Business (Management) and Diploma Public Sector Management.

Jason has previously been involved with the Aquarium of Western Australia, Heron Island on the Great Barrier

Reef and the Department of Fisheries in Western Australia in policy, education and curatorial roles with nearly

20 years of marine experience and policy knowledge and skills.

*Mr Froud was elected due to a casual vacancy on the board in May 2015.

Dean Thorburn Director

Dean is a non-executive Director of Recfishwest and a member of the Governance Committee.

Dean was elected to the Recfishwest Board in October 2012 for a two year term and

subsequently re-elected at the 2014 AGM for a two year term.

Dean is a biologist with fourteen years professional experience in marine and aquatic studies

and specialises in fish biology and ecological investigations of riverine and nearshore waters.

Dean is the Director and Principal Scientist of an environmental consulting company and has occupied that role

since 2006.  In this current role, Dean continues to work on the biology of numerous bony and cartilaginous fish

species and conducts monitoring programs, impact assessments and aids with government approvals for various

projects throughout northern Australia and south-east Asia.

Dean is a member of the Bluewater Freedivers of Western Australia.

Kevin Gammage Appointed Director

Kevin is an independent, non-executive Director of Recfishwest and also Chair of the Corporate

Governance Committee.  He is currently serving his second term as one of the three appointed

Directors of Recfishwest.

Currently, Kevin is a partner in the corporate law firm Nova Legal.  Prior to being admitted to

practice in Western Australia, Kevin worked in the corporate sector, spending sixteen years at senior management

level and CEO level in listed and unlisted companies with annual sales revenue between $50 - $90 million. 

In these roles Kevin led negotiations relating to business sales and acquisitions, supply agreements, intellectual
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1.2 the board 

The Recfishwest Board of Directors was elected from the Recfishwest membership at the 2014 Annual General

Meeting, held on 15 October 2014.

The board contains eight (8) directors comprising (5) nominated directors and three (3) appointed directors

(Figure 1).  The board has a non-voting Chairman elected to the Board of Directors.

Tim Bray Chairman - Appointed Director

Tim is an independent, non-executive Director of Recfishwest and Chairman of Recfishwest.

He is also Chair of the Nomination and Remuneration Committee and a member of the

Finance, Audit and Risk Committee.  Tim was first appointed to the Recfishwest Board in 2012

for a one year term and subsequently re-appointed for a two year term in October 2013.  

Tim worked as a fisheries scientist, fisheries manager and senior advisor to the Minister for Fisheries over a 14

year period before joining Western Power firstly as its Strategic Policy Manager, a role which subsequently

changed into Corporate Affairs Manager. Tim was also the General Manager of Corporate Communications with

the Chamber of Commerce and Industry for two years.  

Tim is a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and a fellow of the Australian Rural Leadership

Foundation.

Geoff Ellis Director Deputy Chair

Geoff is an independent, non-executive Director of Recfishwest.  He is currently the Deputy

Chair of the Board and Chair of the Finance, Audit and Risk Committee.  He also represents

Recfishwest on the Recreational Boating Facilities Scheme.  He is serving his second year of

a two year term as an elected Director of Recfishwest.  

Currently, (semi-retired) Geoff has been a Director of Super Nova Motor Yachts trading as Offshore Marine and

has been for the past 24 years.  He has managed several retail boat and caravan sales businesses in WA.

Geoff has held the following positions, President/Finance Director of Boating Industry Association WA, member

of Caravan Industry Association WA, member of the Motor Trade Association, licenced motor vehicle dealer and

licenced second hand dealer.
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8 Members
5 Directors elected from Recfishwest membership

3 appointed Directors

Recfishwest Board

Finance, Audit &
RiskCommittee

Governance
Committee

Communications
Committee

Nomination &
Renumeration
Committee

Figure 1 Recfishwest Board Structure 



1.2 the board continued

property licensing, structuring of shareholder arrangements and capital raisings.

Simon Longbottom Appointed Director

Simon is a non-executive Director of Recfishwest and a member of the Governance

Committee and Communications Committee.  Simon was appointed by the Recfishwest board

in October 2012 for a one year term and subsequently reappointed in 2013 for a two year term.  

Simon has recently taken up a role as Senior Scientist with an environmental consulting company after spending

ten years as a Facility Manager at Curtin University’s Aquatic Research Laboratory.  These positions have enabled

him to perform captive and ecosystem based research with a variety of key recreational species including Dhufish,

Snapper, Mulloway, Barramundi, Murray Cod, Redfin, Marron, King Prawns and Abalone.  Prior to these

appointments he spent five years in commercial aquaculture based at the Broome Pearling Industry Co-operative

Hatchery.

Simon is also a Director of the WA Fish Foundation and non-voting committee member of Bluewater Freedivers

of Western Australia.

Changes to the Recfishwest Board of Directors

The Directorship of Recfishwest recently undertook some changes as Ian Sewell and Ian Stagles both stepped

down from their positions as Directors.

Ian Stagles and Ian Sewell have each contributed enormously to Recfishwest providing many years of dedicated

service towards improving recreational fishing for all West Australians.  Each has recently made the hard decision

to step down due to personal and work circumstances.

Ian Stagles

Ian Stagles was instrumental in establishing Recfishwest in 1997 and served as its inaugural Chair

for two years.  He was recognised in his contribution to recreational fishing in 2000 with the

Australian Sports Medal. He re-joined the Board in 2010 and chaired an organisational review

subsequently serving on both the Governance and Communications Committee during this term.

“I have very much enjoyed being part of the “new” Recfishwest, having been involved in its establishment all

those years ago, and it has given me a great sense of personal satisfaction.  The organisation now is positioned

to achieve far more than I ever envisaged at the very first Board Meeting.  All credit to the Board and the staff

and my grateful thanks for bringing, what seemed like a good idea back then, to where it is now” – Ian Stagles

Ian Stagles endorsed his successor, Mr Jason Froud, who has been appointed to fill the vacancy created until

the Recfishwest Annual General Meeting in October.

Ian Sewell

Ian Sewell had been elected to the Recfishwest Board on four separate occasions, with his

most recent election being in 2014 for a two year term.  He has been Deputy Chair of

Recfishwest since 2012 and was also a member of the Finance, Audit and Risk and

Communications Committees.

“It was with a lot of reluctance that I have resigned from the board of Recfishwest, with work commitments and

a young family taking priority.

I however leave the Board knowing that the organisation has taken massive leaps ahead with the hard work that

has been done in the last couple of years, I am particularly pleased with the work done in bringing the organisation

in line with ASX Corporate Governance Principles and Recommendations.  While it does not sound like much it

is beyond what is required for a non profit organisation such as Recfishwest and ensures that the quality of work

achieved in the past will be carried on into the future.  The current board, CEO and staff are all incredibly

passionate and more than capable to carry on the good work, I wish them all the best as they move forward.

While I am no longer on the board I hope that I can help on some of the committees, reference groups and fishing

clinics when required” – Ian Sewell

The Deputy Chair position left vacant by Ian Sewell has now been filled by Director Geoff Ellis.
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1.4 chief executive officer’s report

It’s been a great year for Recfishwest and, more importantly, a great year for recreational fishing in WA.

One of the most commonly heard comments from fishers these days is that fishing experiences are continuing

to get better across a range of fisheries.  What’s even more encouraging is that these types of improvements are

being witnessed all around the state.  Nearshore fishing around Broome is reported to “have never been better”

since the buy-out of commercial net fishing in Roebuck Bay.  Healthy Pink Snapper stocks along the west coast

are providing quality fishing and reports of juvenile Dhufish are encouraging signs of stock recovery.

The 2014/15 recreational Rock Lobster was one of the best in memory and researchers are predicting upcoming

season to be even better. The metro area saw one of the best autumn Salmon run in decades with lures flying

off tackle store shelves. The annual Southern Bluefin Tuna season along the south coast has become much

anticipated.

At the same time, however, there have also been some challenges, which appear to be thrust upon us mostly

due to environmental factors.  The most notable here is Herring, the life blood species of rec fishing in WA and

an intrinsic part of our states culture.  The importance of Herring cannot be understated it is first fish that many

catch and it is one of the main species parents introduce to their children when teaching them to fish.  

Recent sustainability concern around Herring is a wake-up call.  It highlights the need to for us to maintain a

constant focus on how our important community owned fisheries resources are managed and utilised.

Recfishwest works hard to promote sustainability and engender stewardship across all of our aquatic resources.

Our fisheries must be managed to ensure an optimal return to the community.  

In the case of Herring, we were very pleased earlier this year when the Minister made a commitment that Herring

would be managed for the priority purposes of recreation and human consumption.  This meant that a potential

closed season did not go ahead and we maintained year round access to what is arguably the most important

recreational fishery in WA.

I must acknowledge the people whose collective efforts continue to achieve good outcomes for our sector.  This

year report contains the biographies of our fishing clinic volunteers as well as members of our reference groups.

Many of Recfishwest achievements are underpinned by the work of committed volunteers.  The Western Rock

Lobster Reference group, for example has been instrumental in ensuring changes to the rules provide benefit

to the greatest number of license holders possible.   

Many thanks must once again be extended to the dedicated community fishing advocates across the state that

each champion causes to help make fishing better including Rev Walker in Busselton, Andrew Jarvis in Albany,

Jeni Gates in Exmouth, Jig Albert in Broome and Graham Cooper in Esperance.  Each month Recfishwest

recognizes an unsung Community Champion in our Broadcast newsletter and an archive detailing what these

people do for our fishing sector can be found on our Website.   

The Recfishwest Board has set a strong organisational culture that flows down into all parts of our business.  It’s

a culture committed on protecting the values important to all fishers and driving positive change with a focus on

strategy. Earlier in 2015 Recfishwest developed a new strategic plan with a defined emphasis on communication,

representation and community engagement, fisheries enhancement, fish habitat, access rights and safety.  

I am very grateful to have such a dedicated office team that punches well above their weight every day and who

make Recfishwest a great place to work.  Ellen Smith left Recfishwest late last year to pursue new opportunities

with the Department of Fisheries in Albany.   In early 2015 the office welcomed Bronte Nardi as our Community

Engagement Officer to oversee our fishing clinic program and to enhance our fishing safety communications.

I would like to thank the members and supporters of Recfishwest for continuing to back your organisation. A

strong member and supporter base allows us to be consistently on the front foot in providing fair, reasonable

and practical management solutions.  This support is critical to deliver outcomes that safeguard access to

sustainable fisheries as well as enhance enjoyable and safe fishing for all.

Dr. Andrew Rowland
Chief Executive Officer 
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1.3 board member attendance at board meetings
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Elected Director

Andrew Matthews (Outgoing Chair @ 2014 AGM)

Tim Bray (Chair)

Ian Sewell (Deputy Chair) (Resigned June 2015)

Dean Thorburn

Geoff Ellis (Deputy Chair @ July 2015)

Ian Stagles (Resigned May 2015)

Michael Burgess

Simon Longbottom

Kevin Gammage

Jason Froud (elected May 2015)

Number of meetings attended

2

12

7

6

11

8

9

11

10

3

12 meetings held between 
August 2014 and August 2015



2.1 fisheries management issues
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2.1.1 herring

Western Australia’s number one recreational fish, Herring, was put under the spotlight in the past 12 months with

the Minister for Fisheries making a decision to reduce recreational bag limits and close the south coast

commercial G-trap fishery. This decision will help ensure sustainability by allowing hundreds of tonnes of

additional Herring to spawn every year.

Recfishwest was on the front foot when it came to the issue at hand and reassured fishers that the value of the

humble Herring remained high and reflects Recfishwest’s belief that Herring is much more valuable on the end

of a kid’s fishing line than as bait in the bottom of a cray pot. 

We look forward to seeing the recovery plan in detail and will keep the recreational fishing community up to date

with this issue as new information becomes available.

Most West Australians who like to fish have a close affinity with Herring. These little fish are the heroes and life

blood of recreational fishing in WA and an important part of our culture.

An endemic Australian species, they spawn only in the south west of WA in May to June when the Leeuwin Current

is in full flow. This current distributes the eggs and larvae to sheltered coastal nursery sites along south coast,

and in some years when the current is strong all the way back to Victoria.  The juvenile Herring then migrate back

to WA’s south west to spawn. Following spawning adult fish generally remain on the west coast. 

The commercial G-Trap fishery on the south coast targets the migrating juvenile Herring before they have had a

chance to breed and are sold as a low value bait product that is destined to end up in the bottom of a cray pot. 

In 2014 this fishery captured hundreds of tons of Herring which have recently been advertised at retail prices of

only 70c per kilogram. The Minister’s announcement to close this fishery will see millions of Herring left in the

water to breed and will help stocks recover.

For recreational fishing families, Herring is the most important fish in WA therefore its sustainability is paramount

to ensuring quality fishing experiences can be passed on to future generations. Herring is the first fish that many

fishers catch and it is one of the main species parents introduce to their children when teaching them to fish.  

As a responsible recreational fishing sector, it is important that we too carry some of the burden to ensure the

long-term sustainability of this life blood species.  While a bag limit reduction to 12 is disappointing and a larger

cut than we think necessary, we are pleased to have secured year round access and to see that the government

has prioritised the use of Herring for recreational purposes in line with community expectations. 

Since sustainability concerns were first raised over 12 months ago, Recfishwest have been proactively pushing

for management action that prioritises the use of this resource for recreational and human consumption

purposes.

Without Recfishwest working hard behind the scenes we may well have ended up with the original catch

reductions proposed by the Department of Fisheries which included a bag limit cut to eight plus a three month

closed season that would have prevented people fishing for Herring over Easter. 

It’s the right of every West Australian to catch Herring and Recfishwest is happy that families can still catch Herring

whenever they have an opportunity to go fishing.  

Following the success of increased Rock Lobster bag limits, Recfishwest will continue to work on behalf of every

WA fishing family to ensure Herring bag limits are relaxed as stocks rebound.

Management arrangements for Herring are due to be reviewed at the end of 2016. Recfishwest will work to ensure

Herring are primarily managed solely for human consumption and recreational purposes only and that the

commercial trap fishery that exploits this valuable resource for minimal economic gain is removed.

section 2: report of operations the significant issues, challenges and achievements



2.1 fisheries management issues continued

2.1.3 recfishwest’s reference groups

Recfishwest’s reference groups are designed to gain advice from fishers who have a great deal of expertise in

specific fisheries. Recfishwest utilises the knowledge that these groups provide to guide Board decisions and

help in identifying strategic goals and management arrangements for particular fisheries.

Recfishwest currently utilises the expertise of reference groups for the Western Rock Lobster fishery and the

SouthWest Freshwater and Marron Fisheries.

Recfishwest's Western Rock Lobster Reference Group has continually added valuable input and weight to

optimise the management of the recreational rock lobster fishery. Our South West Freshwater Fisheries

Reference Group provides advice on stocking and habitat management for trout and marron in Western Australia,

Recfishwest wishes to thank all reference group members for their continuing hard work and contribution towards

ensuring high quality recreational fishing experiences in WA.

Rock Lobster Reference Group

Norman Halse Chair

Norman Halse has fished recreationally all his life in the West Coast and Gascoyne region and

now fishes mainly around Rottnest for lobster in particular. He was a foundation board

member of Recfishwest, on the Executive Committee as Chair of the Policy Committee and

was Board Chairman 2001-2003. He trained as an agricultural scientist who was also interested

in environmental conservation and had career high points as Director General of Agriculture in WA, President of

the Conservation Council of WA and membership of the Environmental Protection Authority in WA.

Michael Heslewood

Michael has been active and passionately fishing for over 45 years across a range of different fishing

methods. Michael really enjoys being able to use this experience to help guide the sustainable

management of our recreational fisheries  for future generations of fishers in WA.Michael

especially enjoys rock lobster fishing and the diversity of the Cape Naturaliste fishing scene.

Bob Urquhart

Bob grew up in Gunnedah New South Wales with his first fishing experience being in the freshwater

inland river system of northern NSW. In 1964 Bob’s family moved to Geraldton where the family

business was Rock Lobster fishing based at North Island in the Abrolhos and Freshwater Point,

south of Geraldton. Bob has been a keen recreational fisher and diver all of his life. 

Bob’s work in the community involves being a member and former Chair of the Mid-West Recreational Fishing

Advisory Committee (RRFAC) 1994-2011, a Member Abrolhos Islands Consultative Council 1993-1995, the

Northern Representative Recreational Rock Lobster Review Committee and Member and Chairman of the Batavia

Coast Maritime Heritage Committee for 22 years.

Brody Laroux

Brody loves fishing in the metro area for snapper and the many bottom species available as

well as heading north to Exmouth to chase pelagic fish as often as possible.  Being an avid

recreational lobster fisher since a young age, he was really keen to be a part of the Western

Rock Lobster Reference Group so as to gain a better understanding of fisheries management

and to be able to add any input for better outcomes for recreational fishers in the future.

Ross George

Ross started his fishing career in Mandurah as a boy and has continued on mainly fishing for

lobster and fin-fish off Rottnest with the occasional holiday mackerel fishing at Ningaloo and

Exmouth. Ross volunteered to participate in decisions that will help ensure the long term

future of recreational clobster fishing. 
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2.1 fisheries management issues continued

2.1.2 roebuck bay

Roebuck Bay is an important area for recreational fishing as it allows safe world class fishing experiences for

families with small vessels.  Following the WA government’s purchase of the last commercial netting licences

from Roebuck Bay in 2013 the fishing has never been better.  This can be seen by a record 105 Salmon caught in

April during the Broome Fishing Club’s 2015 Thready shootout.

The ecological importance of Roebuck Bay and the value of recreational fishing in the region cannot be

understated.  Keen anglers know the reputation Roebuck Bay has for great fishing but fewer people know of the

essential role it plays in ensuring a productive offshore ‘bluewater’ environment that saw over 570 sailfish raised

at this year’s Billfish Classic.

Studies show that the nutrients flowing off the flood plain feed the food chain all the way to the sailfish grounds

north of Broome.  This is because Roebuck Bay is the ancient former mouth of the Fitzroy River.

The biological debris that collects in the flood plain surrounding the bay during the dry season is washed into

the warm waters of Roebuck Bay by the wet season rains.  There, it adds to the base of a food chain that results

in aggregations (known locally as baitballs), of small fish, prawns and other creatures.

Currents and winds drive these baitballs northwards along the coastline to an area near Quondong, and then

travel north-west towards an area locally known as the ‘Peanut’, which is regarded as a hot spot for sailfish action

among recreational fishers.

This is just one example of how a healthy Roebuck Bay provides benefits to an area far greater than the Bay itself.

The value of Roebuck Bay is multiplied throughout the region and is a jewel in the crown of the Kimberley. 

In June 2015 the government released a Draft Indicative Management Plan for the new Roebuck Bay Marine

Park to be jointly managed with the Yawuru people of Broome.  This draft plan is a win for both conservation and

the community as it conserves the unique conservation values of the area without preventing families from fishing

within the Bay.

Planned management of this new marine park demonstrates that recreational fishing is compatible with marine

conservation and that conservation values underpinning good quality fishing experiences can be managed while

maintaining recreational fishing access to the whole of Roebuck Bay.  Recfishwest will be working to ensure that

management of this marine park continues to celebrate the important role recreational fishing plays in the

Kimberley. 
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2.1 fisheries management issues continued

Harry Vosper

Harry developed his love of fly fishing and general freshwater fishing from a very early age.

He has been fortunate to fish some of the best “Trout Waters” in the world and visited some

of the leading freshwater fisheries. Harry is passionate about giving back to the community

including having held roles in the West Australian Trout & Freshwater Angling Association and

the Recfishwest Board.

Russel Hanley

Russell Hanley has been a keen freshwater fisher for more than 50 years and has fished rivers

and lakes all over the world, beginning as a bait fisherman, progressing through spin fishing

to finally becoming a passionate fly fisher in the last few years. Russell joined the Freshwater

Fisheries Reference Group because he has a strong commitment to the preservation of trout

stocking and fishing in the rivers and impoundments of the south-west.

He is a professional Environmental Scientist with a very good understanding of freshwater ecology and

understands the largest threats to the aquatic systems of the region are landscape modification and water

extraction in a drying climate.

Bretton Stitfold – West Australian Trout and Freshwater Angling Association

Bretton has enjoyed freshwater fishing as a kid when he fished for trout and marron particularly

the Dwellingup area, where his parents had a hobby farm where they stocked the stream and

dams on the property. This allowed Bretton to recognise the requirements of both species for

survival. ie water quality , temperature, in- water structures ,food sources and supply.

Volunteering to be on this committee allowed Bretton to have some input into the areas to be stocked and the

quantities, sizes of them based on this knowledge and by fishing the areas are able to ascertain their success.

David Morgan

David has fished recreationally for marron over the last 25 years in most rivers in Western

Australia.  He has conducted research into most inland recreational fishes and crayfishes in

Western Australia and published extensively on these.  He has been a member of the

Recreational Freshwater Fish Stakeholder Sub-committee since its inception.

Associations Reference Group

Kelvin Rushworth – Bluewater Freedivers WA

Kelvin is an avid spearfisherman who holds positions with both the Bluewater Freedivers of

Western Australia and the Australian Underwater Federation. With over a decade in both

government and private sector marine research, he hopes to bring an informed opinion to the

reference group and provide a voice for divers on recreational fishing issues in Western Australia."

Peter Coote – West Australian Game Fishing Association

Fishing and boating since around 5 years old, Peter’s interest has been primarily in game

fishing, having fished in most states of Australia, Papua New Guinea, Malaysia and the Pacific.

Fishing for the table is still an agreeable activity.

Peter’s appeal in participating in reference groups stems from an interest in getting greater

equity for recreational fishers, a desire to make a difference to the numbers of recreational anglers being club

members, conservation of fisheries and the education and improvement in the ethics of anglers. Important also

is the need to communicate and engage with all. 

Most of these objectives are progressing well. Peter has also been involved in the Rottnest FAD program for

most of the past 20 years.

Stephen Wiseman – Australian National Sportfishing Association

Stephen’s involvement with fishing in WA started in the early 70's around Fremantle marinas.

Over the years he has witnessed many changes, restrictions & stock assessment evaluations.

It is Stephens desire to have an ethical input on behalf of all ANSA WA members for a fare

consideration all stakeholders.
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2.1 fisheries management issues continued

Brian Snook

Brian has spent the vast majority of his life diving and fishing the waters of the north west,

mostly recreationally but has also spent time commercially fishing and prawning.

As a Life Member of the Exmouth Game Fishing Club (EGFC) and a Team Leader within the

day to day work environment, Brian has a good understanding of how diverse groups of people

can work together and what is needed to make things happen, both in discussion and procedurally.

Brian joined the Rock Lobster Reference Group to represent the recreational interests of the unique area he lives

in and have a positive input into any discussions and subsequent recommendations.

Rob Hoefhamer

Rob has lived and fished in the midwest for 28 years with his 5 children and  partner Amanda.

Having worked at sea all his life variously as a fisherman, charter skipper and now in the

merchant marine, Rob has a special passion and interest in the Abrolhos Islands.  Rob’s family

are keen recfishers and this has led to him becoming more involved in "having his say" rather

than sitting on the sidelines!

John Bass

John was a previous Board member of Recfishwest and is a keen diver for Rock Lobster.  John

has  decades of experience fishing and boating around Western Australia chasing all types of

species including potting for Rock Lobster around Jurien Bay over a period of ten years.

Freshwater Reference Group

Ian Sewell Chair

Ian has been the Editor/Director of The WA Fishing Magazine for the past seven years.  During

and previous to this, Ian ran and owned tackle stores around the Perth Metro area and as such

has had a lot of contact with recreational anglers over the years. He has been privy to their

stories regarding the state of the fisheries and concerns that many of us have.  He has been

around tackle stores for approximately 15 to 18 years on and off with a few jaunts around the

world and the country doing a few different jobs such as running charter boats and the like.

Ian’s love of fishing has seen him competing and representing Australia and WA on many different occasions in

fly fishing and bream tournaments.  These tournaments have taken him to many waterways around Australia and

New Zealand.

Alex Burgoyne 

Alexis a keen south west fisher who was a member of Next Wave: Future Leaders in

Recreational Fishing 2013/14.  Alex works in the Water industry as a Hydrographer with the

Department of Water where he collects data on river flows and water quality.  Being involved

in the water industry has led Alex to become a keen freshwater fisherman and he brings

knowledge and experience to the group in this field.

Peter Ryall

Peter has over the years been a Council member of West Australian Trout & Angling

Association (WATFAA). Peter has also been a representative on the South West Recreational

Fishing Advisory Comittee  and a member of the Recfishwest Freshwater Fisheries Reference

Group and its Department of Fisheries predecessor. His special interest is in the viability of

brown and rainbow trout in the south west rivers and in seeking to improve wild fish stocks.

John McConigley

Trout fishing in particular and fishing in general has been John’s passion since he first held a

fly rod at the age of seven years. The social and economic benefit of freshwater fishing is

underestimated by rural communities and governments in general and this can be addressed

in part by Recfishwest. Sixty six years of fishing and observing fisheries around the world has

given John some insights that can assist in the growth of freshwater fishing in WA.
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2.2 recreational fishing initiatives fund

2.2.1 key projects for 2015

The Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund (RFIF) is a State Government grants program that provides funding

from recreational fishing licence revenue to enable initiatives, projects and research that is aligned with

recreational fishing community priorities and enhances recreational fishing in Western Australia. 

Recfishwest have administered the RFIF process since its inception in 2011 at no additional cost to Government.

The RFIF has so far committed over $7 million dollars of recreational fishing licence revenue into projects directly

benefiting recreational fishing and the aquatic environment.

Every year Recfishwest present the Minister for Fisheries with a list of prioritised projects the recreational fishing

sector would like to see funded.  The Minister has absolute discretion in the application of RFIF funds. This year

the Minister announced 10 projects that will been funded through the RFIF in 2015/16. 

RFIF Round 4 Projects 

Mandurah reef installation - Thirty modules for the Mandurah artificial reef have now been manufactured and
purchased through RFIF Round 2 funding.  An application to deploy this reef has been applied for and

deployment is currently planned for summer 2015/16.  It is essential to install these modules to realise the value

the RFIF has invested to date.

State-wide FAD program - This project seeks to purchase and deploy a variety of purpose built Fish Aggregating

Devices (FADs) in key regional locations in WA using best practice.  This project will be an extension of the current

Recfishwest FAD program and will provide regional fishers with the same high quality FAD fishing experiences

that metropolitan fishers enjoy.  The first year of this three year program would be to identify priority locations

and obtain the necessary approvals for deployment. 

Oyster reef restoration in Albany - This project aims to identify and restore Oyster Reefs as key habitat to support
fish production in Oyster Harbour, Albany and/or the surrounding region.  The project will also attempt to identify

the priority locations best suited to restoring native shellfish reefs and quantify historic loss of shellfish reefs in

southwest WA.   Shellfish reefs can be described as the ‘heart and lungs’ of estuaries, supporting fish production,

providing habitat, filtering large amounts of sea water and protecting coastlines from storm erosion. 

Fish Friendly Farmer program - Farming communities generally have a strong affinity for fishing.  This project

will use the connection between healthy fish stocks and healthy habitats to promote improved land management

practices and demonstrate the positive downstream consequences of improved land practices.  The project will

showcase works at demonstration properties and will allow other landholders to see how these actions can

benefit property management while simultaneously improving fish habitat.

Next Wave Leadership training - Investing in the development of young passionate and educated leaders will
ensure a smooth generational leadership transition and ensure leadership amongst the recreational fishing

community remains strong.  The project aims to unearth aspiring young leaders within the recreational fishing

sector who are willing to contribute to the management, development, communication and extension of

recreational fishing in Western Australia.

Koombana Bay fishing platform – This project will see the construction of a recreational fishing and crabbing
platform in the protected waters of Bunbury’s Koombana Bay. The project will provide an avenue for fishers in

the Greater Bunbury area to participate in fishing and crabbing as well as provide a safe and accessible platform

for disabled and elderly recreational fishers. 
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John Curtis – Australian Angling Association

John has been actively involved in angling for over 60 years. His love of angling and the

outdoors started when presented with a rod and reel for his fifth birthday. He has fished in all

states of Australia and enjoys all facets of angling. Whether it is light tackle game fishing, sport-

fishing, fly fishing in both sweet and salt water, or just dangling a line, he enjoys the sport and

the affinity it provides for all anglers from all walks of life. In recent years John has been actively involved in angling

administration and education. He is currently President of the WA Division of the Australian Anglers Association.
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2.2 recreational fishing initiatives fund continued

Mulloway stocking - The aim of this project is to expand on the trial Mulloway stocking program and breed and
release over 80,000 mulloway in coastal and estuarine waters in the metropolitan area. 

Blue Swimmer Crab, future stocking - The project will pilot a crab breeding technique similar to techniques being
used to culture Western School Prawns in an effort to test the viability of stocking using this culture method.  If

viable this technique may be adopted as a management tool for smoothing out recruitment variability and could

speed up the recovery time for stocks in Cockburn Sound.

Prawn stocking – This project will be a one year extension of the highly popular Prawn Stocking project which
recreated a recreational fishery and reconnected people with the Swan River.  This project will see an additional

two million prawns stocked into the Swan River.

Fishers with Disability expansion – This project will allow Fishers with Disability Inc. to expand their operations
into three regional areas through the purchase of purpose built fishing trailers providing people with disabilities

in regional areas a greater opportunity to participate in recreational fishing. 

For further information about the RFIF or other projects funded through the RFIF please:

• contact the Recfishwest Office on 9246 3366

• email recfish@recfishwest.org.au 

• visit the Recfishwest website at www.recfishwest.org.au    

• download the RFIF brochure by clicking the following link. 

http://recfishwest.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2014/04/RFIF-Brochure-Your-Licence-Money-at-Work-2015.pdf
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2.2.2 community grants

Recfishwest has provided funding to community based groups for projects to enhance recreational fishing

through the Recfishwest Community Grant Scheme.  These grants are available to a maximum of $8,000, for

each applicant with preference given to projects less than $5,000 and to projects from a wide range of regions.

Since 2011, Recfishwest has provided funding through the Recfishwest Community Grant Scheme to nearly 60

projects totalling over $250,000. This scheme is funded through the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and

is supported by Recfishwest and the Western Australian Department of Fisheries.

Round 5 of Recfishwest’s Community Grant Scheme Funding has been granted to the following projects:

2.3 habitat enhancement

2.3.1 artificial reefs

Habitat enhancement structures range widely in design. They generally aim to enhance fish habitat by providing a

structure for fish and aquatic life to colonise and grow.  In 2014/15 Recfishwest have been involved in a number of

enhancement activities including:

South West Artificial Reefs

It has now been two and a half years since 60 x ten tonne 3m3 concrete purpose-built modules were deployed to

make the South West Artificial Reef Trial, two artificial reefs off the coasts of Bunbury and Dunsborough.  The reef

is increasingly providing social and economic benefits to local communities in Geographe Bay while also increasing

safe fishing experiences and opportunities in the bay. 

Biodiversity is also flourishing on the Artificial Reefs with a recent survey completed by the Department of Fisheries

showing a fourfold increase in the number of fish species recorded in the area. These include many popular

recreational fish such as Samson Fish, Dhufish, Pink Snapper, Baldchin Groper and Boarfish.

Mandurah Artificial Reef

The Mandurah Artificial Reef is constructed out of the same purpose-built modules as the South West Reef Trial.

Being deployed at a similar depth, the new reef is expected to share a similar level of success.  The modules will

be deployed by a crane barge around 9km from Dawesville Cut and 1km from Five Fathom Bank in a depth range

of 24-28m, it is hoped that the Mandurah Artificial Reef will be deployed in Summer 2015/16.  This project is funded

through the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and is supported by Recfishwest and the Department of Fisheries.  

Metropolitan Fish Towers

The first of the metropolitan Fish Towers, will be installed in mid 2016.

The towers, built and designed in WA are 12m in height 9.8m long and

7.8m wide.  Each has a total weight of 51 tonne. The towers will be

deployed in 42m of water, placed in proximity to each other.  Designed

with a high surface area to volume ratio and large vertical profile, the reefs

aim to improve fishing for a range of demersal and pelagic fish species

including Tuna, Samson Fish, Yellowtail Kingfish, Pink Snapper, Baldchin

Groper and Dhufish.   This project is funded through the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and is supported by

Recfishwest and the Department of Fisheries.  

Fisheries Research Development Corporation reef project

Recfishwest is currently undertaking a project investigating the applications and benefits of Habitat Enhancement

Structures (HES) in Western Australia.  As part of this project Recfishwest is exploring the different types and uses

of HES around the world as well as how these structures can be cost effectively monitored. This three year project

is funded by the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation and is due for completion in 2017.  

2.3.2 fish aggregation devices (FAD)

Metropolitan FAD’s

Two Fish Aggregation Devices (FADs) have been deployed off the metropolitan coast with six more to be deployed

late this year.  The FADs designed by Okabe (based in Japan) consist of both surface and subsurface models

aggregate pelagic sport and game fish such as different Tuna species, Dolphinfish, Wahoo and Mackerel. This project

is funded through the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and is

supported by Recfishwest and the Department of Fisheries.  
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Breast Cancer Care WA

Esperance Deep Sea Angling Club

Fishers with Disabilities

Kalbarri Offshore & Angling Club

Kimberley Training Institute

Mandalay Holiday Resort

Mary Island Fishing Club

Native Animal Rescue

Western Australian Undersea Club

West Australian Coarse Angling Club

Broome Fishing Club

Esperance Deep Sea Angling Club

Exmouth Game Fishing Club

Murdoch University (CFFR)

King Bay Game Fishing  Club

Town of Port Hedland

Purple Fly Fishing

Purchase of handheld VHF radios

Fishing Clinic Trailer

Kalbarri Kids Whiting Competition

Barramundi stock enhancement

project for Willie Creek – localised

Broome waterway

7th Mandalay Holiday Resort Family

Fishing Competition

MIFC interactive fishing activity

equipment

River Connections – Fishing Line

Disposal Unit

Leadership Initiative

Golden Pond angling lake restoration

Family Fishing Fun Day

Family Fishing Fun Day

Family Fishing  Fun Day

Walpole and Nornalup Inlets

Community Family Fishing Day

Family Fishing Fun Day

Family Fishing Fun Day

$5,500

$1,500

$5,000

$2,500

$5,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$4,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

Recipient 2015 Project Funded Budget



2.4 stock enhancement

2.4.1 kununurra barramundi

Since 2013 Barramundi have been restocked into Lake Kununurra as part of the Kimberley Science and Conservation

Strategy.  In 2014/15 an additional 100,000 fingerlings were released into the lake, bringing the total number of fish

stocked so far to 400,000. This is a further step in developing Lake Kununurra as a world class barramundi trophy fishery

with anecdotal reports of trophy sized fish already being caught as a result of stocking activities from previous years. 

2.4.2 mulloway stocking

In 2013 the WA Fish Foundation and the Challenger Institute of Technology released 2,000 Mulloway off the west

coast at a length of 25-30cm. Two thousand of these fish were visually tagged and released into the Swan River

and off the coast of Mandurah and so far there has been 35 reported recaptures.  This project was funded through

the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and is supported by Recfishwest and the Department of Fisheries.  

2.4.3 western school prawn

Since 2012 the Western Australian Fish Foundation in conjunction with Challenger Institute of Technology, The

Swan River Trust and Murdoch University have engaged in a project to produce and stock Western School Prawns

into the Swan River.  In 2014/15 approximately 2 million Western School Prawns were released in the Swan Canning

River systems bringing the total number of prawns stocked through this project to over 2.5 million. This project

was funded through the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and is supported by Recfishwest and the Department

of Fisheries.  

2.4.4 willy creek barramundi 

In 2014/15 The Kimberley Training institute again stocked hundreds of Barramundi into Willie Creek near Broome.

These 400mm fish were visually tagged and will reach legal size by the end of 2015. This project was funded through

the Recfishwest Community Grant Scheme. 

2.4.5 additional stocking activities:

Mulloway Genetics

To determine the genetics of the distribution of Mulloway, fin clips from over 100 fish were collected from Dirk

Hartog Island to Dunsborough. The fin clips were examined and scientists believe that Mulloway most likely

represented a single genetic population. This means that future Mulloway restocking projects may not be as limited

by broodstock collection locations.  This project was funded through the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and

is supported by Recfishwest and the Department of Fisheries.  

Stocking Transport Trailer

A custom made heavy duty off road broodstock trailer has been designed and completed by the WA Fish Foundation

and the Australian Centre for Applied Aquaculture Research (ACAAR) with a 1600lt fibreglass fish tank, oxygen

and air supplies and a generator. The trailer has been successfully trialled in the field and is available for use by any

organisations wanting to undertake fish stocking activities.  This project was funded through the Recreational Fishing

Initiatives Fund and is supported by Recfishwest and the Department of Fisheries.  

Assessment Tool for stocking of Impoundments

This project is currently creating an assessment tool for impoundment stocking. This project will create a clear

process for assessing water bodies for their suitability to introduce fish species. This project is funded through the

Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund and is supported by Recfishwest and the Department of Fisheries.
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mulloway stocking

western school prawn
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2.5 recreational fishing safety

2.5.1 rock fishing safety progress report

Since April 2013 Recfishwest has been involved in the Rock Fishing Safety Steering Committee to oversee a

state-wide Rock Fishing Safety Strategy after the Government of Western Australia committed funding for a

three year initiative aimed at enhancing public safety for rock fishers.

The project has been progressing with the on-going implementation and development of the Rock Fishing Safety

Strategy (RFSS).  This includes consultation with stakeholders and the recreational fishing community.

The two principle components of the Rock Fishing Safety Strategy are:

1. Improving public awareness and education

2. Enhancing the availability of safety equipment for the public

The RFSS focuses on the ongoing identification and assessment of additional rock fishing locations followed by

the installation of appropriate safety equipment at these locations.  

Over the past 12 months an additional 30 more rock anchor points and 10 Angel Rings were installed in the

Esperance Area, 7 Angel Rings at Steep Point, Shark Bay while the Free Loan Life Jacket Scheme has also been

extended to Steep Point. The final 12 months of the Rock Fishing Safety Strategy will see approximately 50 new

Angel Rings installed at high risk fishing locations in WA, including Kalbarri, the South West, Denmark and more

around the Albany area.

Recfishwest has received positive feedback from community partners, local communities, government agencies,

land managers and fishers themselves and we look forward to continuing these partnerships to grow public

awareness around the dangers of rock fishing. 

The current Rock Fishing Safety Strategy has identified that a continued state-wide effort aimed at increasing

public awareness of rock fishing safety, building capacity with regions of high risk and maintenance of safety

infrastructure is necessary to minimize the risk of rock fishing fatalities.
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Sept 2014 Life Jacket loans and Angel Rings sent to Shark Bay 

Sept 2014 Promoted key messages at Perth Royal Show on Big Screens (Rex Hunt video)

Sept/Oct 2014 Promoted Rock Fishing Safety Messages during our Southern Community Fishing 
Tour Clinic 

Nov/Dec 2014 Promoted Rock Fishing Safety messages through Esperance, Ravensthorpe Primary
schools via South East Coast Recreational Council 

Dec 2014 Help promote Rock Fishing Safety in Esperance High Schools – a part of term 4 curriculum

Dec 2014 Esperance installation of 30 rock anchor points and 10 angel rings at high risk locations

Dec 2014 3 weeks of Rex Hunt TV AD Promo (Regional areas)

Dec 2014/Jan 2015 Digital Christmas campaign ad launched for 4 weeks 

Jan 2015 Don’t Put Your Life on the Line flyer printed in Karen language and sent to Albany
Fisheries and Albany Migrant Resource Centre

Jan 2015 Esperance Family Fun and Safety weekend – promoted RFS messages with live
demonstrations/ video/ printed material and rock anchor point installation equipment
on display. 

Feb 2015 Esperance Family Fishing Fun Day – promoted RFS safety messages 

Feb 2015 Graham Cooper and Ray Walker presenting safety messages at primary and high schools
in the south coast and south west

Mar/Apr 2015 LED safety sign trailers set up in the City of Albany to promote Free Loan Life Vests over
Easter. (main street  - 24/7 for 4 days) 

Mar/Apr 2015 Safety stand at Salmon Holes over the Eater break handing out life vests, promoting
safety equipment while providing fishers with safer fishing alternatives 
(Albany beach locations) 

Apr 2015 Channel 9’s Destination WA ran a short feature video on Albany’s Fishing experiences,
including the dangers of Rock Fishing on the South Coast

Apr 2015 Worked with Department of Parks and Wildlife to develop a safety video for fishers
visiting National Parks in the South West/ WA

Apr 2015 Recfishwest Fishing Safety Officer employed/ started

June 2015 Rock Fishing Safety Key Messages printed in the Chines Times Newspapers

June 2015 Recfishwest and Survitec partnership established to supply WA’s Angel Rings 
and Life Jackets 

June 2015 New Crew Saver replacement life jackets sent to all Life Jacket Loan Stores

June 2015 Angel Rings sent to Esperance to be delegated to Department of Parks and Wildlife/
Relevant Shires for installation.

June 2015 Angel Rings sent to Albany to be delegated to Department of Parks and Wildlife/ City of
Albany for installation.

July 2015 Angel Ring sent to Steep Point to the local Ranger for installation

July 2015 Recfishwest received the grant to faciliatate the installation of an emergency telephone
at Salmon Holes

Aug 2015 Angel Rings sent to Kalbarri to a local fishing club to replace old equipment, new
locations of rings to be decided by Department of Parks and Wildlife/ Fishing club. 

Aug 2015 Angel Rings delivers to Denmark Shire for installation

Date Activity 



2.6.1 in the community

Recfishwest made its way across Western Australia to a number of great community events in the past year.

Community events play an integral role in building partnerships, increasing participation while adding social value

to the thousands who make up WA’s recreational fishing community. 

Below is a list of Recfishwest’s movements across WA in the past 12 months:

South Coast

• Southern Ocean Spectacular - Albany Offshore Boating and Fishing Club

• Recfishwest SunSmart Southern Fishing Clinic Tour (Albany, Denmark, Walpole)

• Esperance Offshore Classic - Esperance Deep Sea Angling Club

• Family Fishing and Safety Day - Esperance Deep Sea Angling Club

• Rock Fishing Safety Educational School Visits - South East Coast Recreational Fishing Council

• Esperance Show – Rock Fishing Safety Display - South East Coast Recreational Fishing Council

South West

• Recfishwest SunSmart Southern Fishing Clinic Tour (Augusta, Margaret River, Dunsborough)

• Mandalay Holiday Resort Family Fishing Competition (Busselton)

• Rock Fishing Safety Educational School Visits – Ray Walker

• Industry Tackle Series  (Education, Engagement, Partnerships) – Dunsborough, Australind, Bunbury

Perth Metro

• Swanfish – Melville Angling Club

• Mandurah Boat Show

• Hillarys Boat Show

• Perth Caravan and Camping Show

• Tackle HQ Open Day 

• Cockburn Power Boats Open Day 

• Defence Force Open Day 

• Fishers with Disabilities Launch event

• Swan River Clean Up (Clean Up Australia Day) 

• PEAC Presentation – Leeming Primary School

• Fish n Clips Movie Night

2.5.2 abalone safety

The 2014/15 Abalone season saw Recfishwest again partner with the Royal Life Saving Society (RLSS) and Surf

Life Saving Western Australia to provide safety information which was delivered to all persons who had purchased

an abalone licence. The brochures were placed in each of the nearly 15, 000 envelopes that were distributed with

abalone licences by the Department of Fisheries. The RLSS contributed by offering a Swim and Survive goodie

bag for the first 50 adults to enrol in an adult swimming lesson program. Following a number of drownings over

the last few seasons, Recfishwest is pleased with the concerted effort being made across a range of organisations

to educate fishers on safer fishing practises. 

2.6 recfishwest communications
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2.6 recfishwest communications continued
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Mid West

• Geraldton Fisherkid Community Classic 

• Geraldton Caravan and Camping Show 

• Jurien Bay Blessing of the Fleet

• Carnarfin Fishing Competition 

• Kalbarri Offshore Angling Club - Kalbarri Kids Whiting Competition 

Gascoyne

• Shark Bay Fishing Fiesta

• Shark Bay Community Fishing Classic (Fishing Fiesta)

• Pink Snapper Management Review

Kimberley

• Broome Fishing Club Open Day 

• Barramundi Releases

• Community Partnership with Willie Creek Pearls

Pilbara

• Dampier Classic (King Bay Fishing Club)

• Port Hedland Community Fishing Classic



2.6 recfishwest communications continued

Kalbarri Kids Whiting Competition

One of Western Australia's most popular community fishing events was again held during the October school

holidays and was a great success.

The Kalbarri Kids Whiting Competition is an annual highlight for young local and visiting anglers in the Mid-West

and last year's edition saw 450 kids fish it over the two days. Hosted by the Kalbarri Offshore and Angling Club

and organised this year by Sandy and Tony Smith, the Kids Whiting Comp is held each Thursday of the October

school holidays and is growing each year.

There was a fantastic array of prizes again on offer thanks to many generous sponsors and enthusiastic kids full

of anticipation lined the beach from Chinamans to the first jetty to chase Yellowfin Whiting and many other

species found in the Murchison River.

Plenty of fish were caught and volunteer quad bike riders gave kids lifts to and from the weigh station, with their

catch in buckets. The foreshore was a hive of activity, with huge crowds of kids and parents enjoying the friendly

competition on both days.

With a sausage sizzle on each day and heaps of prizes and giveaways, no-one went away without a smile on their

face and the event again proved a great way to expose children to the joys of fishing. 

2.6.2 broad cast

Recfishwest strives to make everything ‘fishing’ available to the public and WA fishers.  Our monthly Broad Cast

and weekly Fishing Forecast have become extremely popular, even being delivered internationally.  Our base of

passionate supporters who receive our material is growing each year, as people want to be kept up to speed on

issues affecting their fishing (Figure 1). Numbers like these help ensure Recfishwest stays prominent when it

comes to reporting the interests of rec fishers.

The monthly Broad Cast is an important gateway of communication between Recfishwest and the Western

Australian fishing community. Broad Cast is our primary communication tool, informing fishers of any new

research projects, community news and events, Recfishwest positions and important ‘must know’ recreational

fishing information. Broad Cast was served to over 591,000 people last year.

A dedicated team deliver Broad Cast on a monthly basis, with 41 Editions now going out over a 3 year period. 

An important component of the monthly Broad Cast is the acknowledgment of Recfishwest Community

Champions.  Community Champions are people who have gone over and above to make fishing more enjoyable,

accessible, sustainable and safe for their fishing community. The majority of these champions are volunteers

and dedicate countless hours to recreational fishing while sometimes not being acknowledge for their

outstanding work in the community. To view the last 12 months of Community Champions, please see

http://recfishwest.org.au/community-champions/
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highlights:

Mandalay Holiday Resort Family Fishing Competition

The annual Mandalay Family Fishing Competition was held on the beach in front of Mandalay Holiday Resort,

Busselton for guests staying at Mandalay. The event was sponsored by Recfishwest, Complete Angler

Rockingham, Jim Hailstone and Mandalay Holiday Resort.

The competition was very successful, attracting 251 fishers. Registrations were made up of 15 adults and 236

children. A 500 metre stretch of beach was marked out with flags and the competition ran for one hour in perfect

calm weather.  Well over 500 people set up on the beach to enjoy the event. All fishers practised catch and release

with plenty of fish being caught with sustainability coming to the forefront with the next generation of fishers.  

It was great to see kids get such a thrill for catching their first fish and making fishing available to so many families.

Recfishwest SunSmart Southern Tour

Recfishwest’s immensely popular community fishing clinics returned to the South Coast at the end of September

2014. There were seven SunSmart fishing clinics in this year's Southern Tour, held over six days during the school

holidays.

The first two clinics were held at Emu Point in Albany and they were followed by more at Walpole, Augusta,

Prevelly and Dunsborough. All the clinics were well attended, with Recfishwest Deputy Chairman Ian Sewell and

Research Officer James Florisson, assisted by members of the Albany Boating and Offshore Fishing Club, putting

the kids through their paces with the assistance of some keen local volunteers. More than 200 kids learnt some

of the finer points of recreational fishing during the clinics.

As the clinics moved west the fishing got better, with Fabio Varrone helping out in Denmark, where a nice Skippy

was caught and a couple of Pink Snapper were too strong for the young anglers on the other end of their rods.

Roz and the crew from Down South Camping & Outdoors Margaret River supported our Prevelly Clinic with great

fishing prizes of rods and reels for all kids that registered locally. Support from local businesses is the key in

increasing community engagement and participation and Down South Camping & Outdoors definitely showed

their passion for community events.

For some kids the clinics were their first recreational fishing experience and they picked up great tips on baiting

the hook, casting and how to handle their fishing rod. All the kids also learnt important messages on being

SunSmart, catch care, the reason for observing rules and regulations and fishing safety.

With heaps of giveaways as well as the fun of fishing, the Southern Community Tour was an absolute winner for

all involved.

Swanfish 

Swanfish 2015, run by the Melville Amateur Angling Club with support from Recfishwest, was a great success.

Swanfish was again well supported by The Sunday Times and the Swan River Trust while key sponsors Getaway

Outdoors did a great job ensuring all young fishers had access to rod and reel combos while providing quality

prizes for the event.

While the basic format remained the same, there was a new catch and release section and an improved location

for the weigh-in closer to the banks of the Swan River.

It was the second year Recfishwest has been involved with Swanfish. The time-honoured family fishing competition

attracted more than 500 competitors and the brand new set-up at McCallum Park was a real winner, with shaded

seating and a presentation stage just metres from the Swan River adding to the atmosphere of the weigh-in.

This year saw the addition of a catch, click and release category aimed at encouraging sustainable fishing in the

Swan and Canning rivers. This proved to be popular with 63 entries received by organisers and many appearing

on the Swanfish Facebook page almost instantly. The most popular catch, click and release species was black

bream and the best of those was 42cm long, which was released back into the system.

The most meritorious catch, click and release fish was a mulloway over a metre in length. A 16.4kg Mulloway,

also was weighed in and was quite the spectacle with most kids seeing their first ever giant Mulloway.
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3.1 regional policy officer’s report

Recfishwest has had another successful year of engaging with recreational fishers in regional WA.  The many new

and exciting initiatives that benefit recreational fishing have created a very positive attitude from regional fishers.

The two artificial reefs deployed in April 2013 are continuing to turn up prize catches for fishers in Geographe

Bay, whilst tag returns indicate that fishers in the Peel region continue to enjoy increased success when Mulloway

fishing due to a release of some 20,000 fish as part of a pilot stocking project. 

Mandurah fishers will soon be cashing in on the success of artificial reefs with 30 modules to be deployed

offshore in the summer of 2015.

Broome fishers continue to experience unprecedented numbers of both Blue and King Threadfin Salmon in

Roebuck Bay after the state government purchased the commercial gillnet licence which was operating in the

area. Over half a million Barramundi have now been stocked into Lake Kununurra, with the largest fish now

approaching legal size. Local stocking activities in the Broome region have also boosted fishing in Willie Creek.

This year’s sailfish numbers were again impressive during the major sailfish tournament in July.

Loss of fishing access due to resource development continues to be an issue in the northwest.  Where possible,

Recfishwest works with the proponents of these developments to ensure that loss of access is kept to a minimum,

as well as requesting suitable offsets when appropriate. Resource companies continue to respond positively to

these requests with surveying activities continually being shifted so as not to clash with major fishing tournaments.

Perhaps one of the most challenging aspects for Recfishwest is deciding which issues to tackle given the confines

of time and resources.  On top of this, there are many resource sharing challenges between the recreational and

commercial fishing sectors throughout the state, Blue Swimmer Crabs in Carnarvon, Cockburn Sound and Peel

Harvey Estuary, demersal scalefish in the midwest and southwest and estuarine finfish along the south coast.

Recfishwest is working closely with local fishers to ensure that the recreational sector gets a fair and reasonable

share of these community owned fisheries resources.

Recreational fishing continues to drive local economies, especially during the many fishing tournaments and

events across the state.  Business owners in centres such as Karratha, Dampier, Exmouth and Broome, whose

biggest annual fishing events attract hundreds of visitors to their towns report significant increases in trade and

look forward to the event each year. 

Recfishwest is proud to represent the fishing community at such events as these, as well as smaller community

events such as the Kalbarri Kids Whiting Competition, the Albany Southern Ocean Spectacular, the Dampier

Classic and the Esperance Offshore Classic. 

Regional fishing clubs continue to invest in local youth programs with many running fishing clinics or

competitions aimed at kids throughout the year. Recfishwest supports these clubs in this endeavour by providing

instructors and prizes for these events. The Geraldton and Districts Offshore Fishing Club ran their first Fisherkid

Community Classic this year with 50 kids turning up to enjoy the fishing that Geraldton has to offer.  The Kalbarri

Offshore and Angling Club continues to lead the way in this space with their annual Kids Whiting Competition

attracting over 500 kids each year!

There are plenty of good things in store for regional fishing communities, with Recfishwest currently developing

a state-wide strategy for habitat enhancement in regional areas.  This will include artificial reefs and fish

aggregating devices for major regional centres. Recfishwest was recently able to secure funding for a state-wide

FAD program which will begin to roll out in mid-2016.  This will provide FAD’s for major regional locations

throughout WA.

The future of fishing is bright for regional WA, and Recfishwest looks forward to continuing to drive exciting new

fishing initiatives.
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2.6 recfishwest communications continued

2.6.3 fishing forecast

Whether you’re posting a catch, seeing what others catch or want to plan your weekend fishing trip, we pride

ourselves in giving every fisher WA’s best fishing reports. 

The list of subscribers who receive our Fishing Forecast each week is now some 5600 and growing (Figure 1).

Our fishing writer Joachim Azzopardi does a great job servicing the state with informative and up to date fishing

information.

A very important addition to our fishing forecast is the weekly fishing report delivered live on ABC South West

Radio. Our partnership with ABC is forever growing and we’re proud to be on the air delivering WA’s best fishing

reports.  Our fishing reports are also delivered online each week by John Curtis on 720 ABC Perth, helping expand

our reach to the wider fishing community.

We would like to thank everyone who contributed to providing weekly catch information; without this regional

knowledge, the fishing reports wouldn’t happen. 

If you would like to receive your weekly Recfishwest Fishing Forecast, please visit www.recfishwest.org.au and

sign up to become a FREE member. Remember, our Fishing Forecast is sent to members only on Fridays and

are not made public until the Monday after, giving you a big head start on the rest!

2.6.4 membership report

The appointment of a dedicated membership and events officer this year has been a successful initiative.

Recfishwest experienced outstanding membership growth in the past twelve months.  There was a 73% increase

in premium (financial) memberships with 811 premium members at the beginning of the reporting period

increasing to 1406.  Affiliate memberships (free membership) increased by 209% from 1847 to 5720 members.

The membership officer is undertaking an audit of the current membership database and efforts are being

invested to ensure continued membership growth and to bolster membership retention.  

Efforts to further engage with our members will continue with additional activities and events planned in the next

twelve months. A membership survey has been undertaken this year to further engage and understand our

membership and will help us target future member benefits and to ascertain what is important to our members.   
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3.2 regional priorities

38 annual report 2014   2015

Numerous comments from fishers with regard to altering size limits
to better reflect age of maturity and pressures on some fish stocks.
Department of Fisheries have indicated that a size limit review will be
undertaken in the first half of 2016

Strong support in regional communities for a state-wide artificial reef
and FAD programs.  This includes the towns of Esperance, Albany,
Geraldton, Carnarvon Exmouth, Karratha, Port Hedland and Broome.
Recfishwest are currently undertaking a trial of FAD designs off the
coast of Perth. Artificial reefs projects have been approved for
Mandurah (deployment Jan 2016) and Rottnest Island (deployment
winter 2016).  Recfishwest have recently received funding for a state-
wide trial of FAD’s, which will begin in 2016.

Oil and gas proposals require ongoing assessment and consultation
with relevant recreational fishing groups.  

Investigate spatial/temporal separation between sectors.  Ensure
stocks of important demersal scale fish are accessed equitably and
using socially acceptable fishing methods.

Recfishwest is working with local fishing clubs and Dr Julian
Pepperall in a project aimed at collecting game fish samples and
engaging local fishers in data collection. 

Recfishwest is continuing to advocate for the rationalisation of the
south coast estuarine fishery.

Open access fisheries require formulation of management plans with
harvest schedules.  Last open access fishery being moved to full
management as of November 2015.

Ensure equitable access to herring stocks. Ensure recognition is
given to community values of this iconic recreational fish.
Recfishwest have requested a formal recovery plan from the
Department of Fisheries.

Recfishwest will advocate for the recreational boat limit for Dhufish
to be increased without compromising the recovery of Dhufish
stocks.

Over 20,000 Mulloway have been stocked into the West Coast
Bioregion.  Over 2 million school prawns have been stocked into the
Swan River.

Recommendations have been put forward to the Department of
Fisheries on spatial separation from commercial and recreational
fishers out of Carnarvon; increasing the commercial prohibition zone
and reduce user conflicts.

Size limit
review

Habitat
Enhancement

Oil and gas

Demersal
Gillnet

Game fish
research

Estuarine
Netting

South Coast
Open Access
Fishery

Herring stock
assessment

Demersal
scale fish

Stock
Enhancement

Shark Bay
Crabs

State- wide

South Coast

West Coast

Gascoyne

Recfishwest have recently worked with the Department of Fisheries
to make recommendations on new management arrangements for
Shark Bay Pink Snapper, including the removal of the current tag
system in Freycinet Estuary. 

Recfishwest continues to support the stocking efforts by the
Kimberley Training Institute to fulfil the Kimberley Science and
Conservation Strategy’s target for Lake Kununurra.  At time of print,
over 500,000 Barramundi have been stocked into Lake Kununurra
with legal fish now being caught in this system.

There is concern around the growing number of sharks and the
potential impact they are having on demersal fish stocks.
Recfishwest are currently supporting a project being undertaken by
the University of Western Australia to assess the impacts of shark
depredation on recreational fishing.

Recfishwest is continuing to support the Broome Fishing Club to
ensure that no areas within the proposed marine park are closed to
recreational fishing.

Shark Bay 
Pink Snapper

Barramundi
restocking

Sharks

Roebuck Bay
Marine Park

North Coast

3.2 regional priorities continued
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4.1 fishing clinic co-ordinator’s report

Metropolitan and Regional Fishing Clinics Report

Recfishwest conducted a total of 69 clinics with over 3,200 participants during 2014/2015.  A total of 41

metropolitan clinics, 12 community clinics and 16 regional fishing clinics were conducted.

Community fishing clinics and events for 2014/2015 included:

• Southern Tour – Recfishwest conducted a Southern Community SunSmart Fishing Clinic Tour during the
October school holidays and visited Albany, Denmark, Walpole, Augusta, Margaret River and Dunsborough.  The
clinics were well supported by the local community and fishing clubs who volunteered their time to assist with
over 170 children attending.

• Rottnest Island School Holiday Program – During the months of January and April Recfishwest ran six
SunSmart Fishing Clinics on Rottnest Island each Tuesday during the January and April school holidays for those
families holidaying on the island.  

• Bremer Bay – Recfishwest recently facilitated the 12th annual Recfishwest SunSmart Fishing Clinic during the
January school holidays with approximately 55 children. These clinics are an annual event which local children
as well as children from the surrounding communities of Jerramungup and Wellstead participating.

• Canning River Eco Education Centre – A group called Cockatoo Kids attended a SunSmart Fishing Clinic with
Recfishwest during January.  The CREEC has been specifically designed to cater for a wide range of activities,
including fishing.  Fishing is an activity offered during most school holidays as part of educating the young
participants (aged 5 – 14yo) regarding sustainability and looking after their river.  

• Mandalay Beach Resort – Recfishwest assisted at the 6th Annual Mandalay Beach Resort Fishing Competition
on 22nd January on the beachfront.  Registrations numbered 251 with 236 children and 15 adults.  Total number
of participants and spectators on the beach was 500. This has been the single biggest fishing event in the State
so far. The aim was to encourage and educate families about recreational fishing practices and catch care.  

• Defence Force Open Day – Recfishwest was once again invited to participate at this event in February 2015.
This community event is held each year to welcome new defence force families relocating to WA. A casting
competition was organised as well as information on fishing rules and regulations.

• Swanfish – Recfishwest assisted with the 32nd annual family fishing event held on the banks of the Swan River
with registered number of participants of 500.

• Keep Australia Beautiful/Clean Marine – Recfishwest in conjunction with the Swan River Trust attended a
cleanup along the shores of the Swan River at Bicton on Sunday 1 March.  A SunSmart fishing clinic was held for
the families assisting with the cleanup to educate fishers on local issues with river fishing as well as disposing
safely of rubbish.

• Albany Offshore Boating and Fishing Club – this club with assistance from Recfishwest ran three very
successful community SunSmart fishing clinics during the past year.  Over 140 children participated in these
clinics.

• City of Mandurah & Mandurah Offshore Fishing and Sailing Club – During the April school holidays, the City
of Mandurah, jointly with MOFSC co-hosted a series of fishing clinics for local children over three days.
Recfishwest attended to conduct the fishing clinics and 148 participants plus organisers attended.

• River Ranger Program – River Rangers is a primary school cadet program run in partnership with the
Department of Local Government and Communities. It seeks to engage and educate the next generation of
children to help us protect our Riverpark. Recfishwest has been involved in a number of these programs
throughout the year with assistance from the Swan River Trust.

• Canarfin – Recfishwest attended this event to assist with the kids fishing clinics as well as promoting fishing
as a healthy fund activity for the whole family. Giveaways were provided by Recfishwest for this event.

I would like to thank the excellent support of our fishing clinic instructors Kim Burton, Craig Bibra, Ian Sewell,
Alan Guthrie and Adam Vegvary.  Also a big thank you to the community and local fishing club volunteers  who
also helped out with the clinics during the year.  With their help, they enable Recfishwest to continue to offer
these successful fishing clinics to the children of Western Australia.

Bronte Nardi
Fishing Clinic Co-ordinator

section 4:  fishing clinic program



4.2 recfishwest fishing clinic instructors continued

Ian Sewell

Ian has been the Editor/Director of The West Australian Fishing Magazine for the past 11 years.  Prior to this and
since, Ian has run and owned tackle stores around the Perth Metropolitan area gaining a lot of contact with
recreational anglers over the years.  Ian became a member of the Recfishwest Board in 2010, before developing
an interest in Recfishwest’s fishing clinic program.

Ian has a passion for the water, boating and fishing for literally any species of fish that swims.  He also has a
passion for chasing crustaceans of very type.  Ian’s love of fishing has also seen him competing and representing
the state and Australia on many different occasions in fly fishing and Bream tournaments.  These tournaments
have taken him to many waterways around Australia and New Zealand.  Ian’s passion and knowledge has proved
invaluable to the many children he teaches through the fishing clinics.  He has participated in a number of
Northern and Southern Tours and regularly helps out in metropolitan clinics.

Paul Willis

Paul is a larger-than-life personality of the recreational fishing community.  His enthusiasm is emulated through
his work, starting out in tackle stores where he made many connections with grass-roots fishers, to his successful
business as a sales rep for DAIWA and Black Magic.  Paul first heard about Recfishwest’s fishing clinics through
the grapevine of fishers he came across in the tackle store and he put his hand up to partake in one of the first
Northern Tours.  Paul has being going on this annual migration ever since.

Paul’s specialty is shore based fishing, in particular surface lure fishing. He loves being able to pass on his
knowledge of fish and understanding of the ocean to children through Recfishwest’s fishing clinics.  Paul believes
that the clinics are an important education tool to show children the right path for the future.  Fishing is a fantastic
way to get them outside and away from the TV and enable them to appreciate the amazing resource we have
right on our doorstep.

4.2 recfishwest fishing clinic instructors

Craig Bibra

Craig has enjoyed recreational fishing for most of his life.  In the late 1990’s he decided to give something back
to the passion he loved and started volunteering with the Department of Fisheries.  He spent time on the Boards
of the Metropolitan and Exmouth Recreational Fishing Advisory Committees and Recfishwest. In 2000 Craig
joined the Department of Fisheries as a Volunteer Fisheries Liaison Officer (VFLO) and helped with the everyday
management of the program in addition to being the south metropolitan patrol leader.  It was in this role that
Craig was trained and conducted fishing clinics for the Department of Fisheries.  While the chairman of the
Recfishwest Communications Sub-committee, Craig and fellow VFLO, Kim Burton, established the Recfishwest
Fishing Clinic Program.  In 2005 with Mark Pagano, the Recfishwest Fishing Clinic trailer was designed and
manufactured to extend Fishing Clinics to regional Western Australia.  Twelve years on and Craig remains a senior
fishing clinic instructor with Recfishwest and is passionate about the messages of sustainability and safety that
he and his fellow volunteers teach.

Kim Burton

Kim became hooked on fishing as a seven year old and has fished almost every coastal area between Augusta
and Broome.  His passion is rock fishing but Kim has owned a boat since his early twenties.  He is a keen free
diver, chasing crabs and Western Rock Lobster over the summer months.  

Kim joined the VFLO program in 1993 and was a foundation member.  In his time with the FVLO’s, Kim instigated
the Cockburn Sound Snapper Research that led to the seasonal closure protecting the spawning aggregations
of Snapper in the late ‘90’s.  He is also passionate about Tailor fishing and has been involved in Tailor
tagging/research at Point Walter for twenty years.  Kim’s log book records from hundreds of Tailor fishing trips
offshore helped shape the management for this iconic species.  

After over eleven years with the VFLO program he moved on and joined close friend Craig Bibra in growing the
Recfishwest Fishing Clinics.  After more than 10 years of running Recfishwest Fishing Clinics he still has a burning
passion to give kids the opportunity to fish and introduce them to the sport of fishing as well as help refine the
skills of those that do fish.  

He had participated in Woodside/Recfishwest Northern Tour Fishing Clinics from their inception in 2005 until 2014.

Alan Guthrie

Alan first started fishing as a five year old from a jetty in Bahrain, an island in the Persian Gulf.  When his parents
returned home to Western Australia and lived in Attadale, his love for fishing grew and he has many fond
memories of catching Tailor and Cobbler from the Point Walter jetty and sand bar.

In July 2007, Alan met Craig Bibra at the Education Expo held at the Claremont showgrounds.  Craig was there
promoting Recfishwest Fishing Clinics and Alan asked how he could help out with volunteering as he had just
sold his business and now had spare time on his side.  Later that year, after an induction with Recfishwest, Alan
became a Fishing Clinic Instructor.

Alan enjoys helping with the fishing clinics and especially likes seeing the joy on the faces of the participants
when they catch their first fish.  He encourages children to get out and fish, not only as fun activity but also as a
chance to spend quality time with their parents or grandparents.

Adam Vegvary

Adam has a passion for land based fishing that started at a very early age.  Adam can often be found fishing from
a rock wall during a storm, flicking plastics for Flathead in the river or chasing Squid from his kayak.  

Adam has always been happy to volunteer his time to help others and with two sons he spends a lot of his time
as an assistance coach with the South Coogee Saints Football Club in the winter and as a junior athletics coach
for Phoenix Park during the summer.

Adam was first introduced to the Recfishwest Fishing Clinics through friend and fellow instructor Kim Burton.
Adam was keen to help educate young people in safe and sustainable fishing practices and trained as an instructor
in 2010.  He has been involved in running Recfishwest Fishing Clinics across the metropolitan area including
Rottnest Island and in 2013 was part of the team travelling on the Northern Tour.
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Australian Anglers Association 

It is with pleasure that I present this report to Recfishwest from the Australian Anglers Association WA Division.
It has been a very good year for the Association with a lot of work being undertaken by many people and the
Association is starting to reap the benefits of their efforts.

We have had a very good year on the State Championship front with all divisions reporting increased numbers
of participants. Angling competitions in particular have produced excellent results with very good bags being
weighed in at all three venues.  Also the State Dry Casting Championships produced good results and good
numbers of participants.

I would like to specifically thank the angling and casting sub-committees for their dedication and commitment
over the past year. 

The State Boating Sub-Committee had an excellent year with its competition fished out of Ocean Reef, and we
look forward to more of the same next year when we fish the waters off Lancelin. To all of the clubs and volunteers
who assisted or were involved in the competition, the success of this event is also due, in part, to you and your
efforts and I thank you for that. 

To the Rock and Beach and Estuary Sub-Committees, also goes my thanks for their time and effort in producing
two excellent events with good numbers and participation from many of the affiliated clubs. 

To the Dry Casting sub-committee also goes my thanks for another successful year. The efforts of a lot of people
have ensured that the event ran smoothly and that Western Australia remains a team that will be challenging at
future National Titles.

Earlier this year AAA National held its National Angling Championships and Convention at Wallaroo in South
Australia. To the members of the Western Australian contingent who went to Wallaroo to compete, I offer my
congratulations for a job well done. You acquitted yourselves admirably and there was a true spirit of teamwork.
This was one of the largest teams to have represented Western Australia at this event in the last few years. I look
forward to the next event to be held in New South Wales on the mid north coast at Harrington in 2018.

This association, through its representatives, have our voice heard through Recfishwest. In this forum the
Association will have the opportunity to have input into the future of recreational angling in Western Australia.
For this group to be successful we need to be proactive and have Association delegates, clubs and club members
provide information relating to recreational fishing issues that are of concern to them.

Several members of the Delegates Council are actively working on various sub committees. One group is
reviewing, revising and updating the Association Constitution, while another is involved in working on forward
planning for the Association to establish our aims and goals for the next five years. These groups will be reporting
back to the Association in the near future. 

Due to the efforts of all of the Association’s sub-committees I believe that we are on track and can expect to
move forward with renewed vigour over the next twelve months.

In closing I would like to take a positive outlook and approach for the coming year. 2015 /2016 is a year of
opportunity and important decisions for this association. It is a challenge that faces us and we will, I believe, grasp
this opportunity and be stronger as a result.

John Curtis
President

Australian Anglers Association (W A Division) Inc.
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ANSA Western Australia 
Westag

The Citizen Science program workshop for WA was conducted and highlighted many problems within WA with
respect to collection of tagging data, continuance of data collection, direction of programs and a whole host of
related issues.A full report is available by following the link on the ANSA web site.

Tagging returns have shown some considerable movement with some Dhufish in WA waters both to our north
and south, the one below travelled 260Km.

Tag returns are on the increase and we feel that further research work is required on the good old Dhufish.

New WANTED Fish tag brochures are now available for distribution, check your local tackle shops. Please check
the fish you catch to see if they have a tag in their side.

Contact details  www.ansawa.org.au    Tagging www.westag.info-fish.com

Juniors

ANSA WA are still active supporters of junior activities such as the Kalbarri Juniors Kids Whiting Comp event
Participants this year numbers were up this year on the previous year at nearly 450 for the two weekends and as
usual all fish being caught were weighed in and then returned to the river.

The Next Year

ANSA affiliation is still growing with interest from anglers all around the state.

With the variety of records available for anglers to claim there is always a target to strive for.  

Steve Wiseman
WA President

ANSA 
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5. association reports continued 

The Western Australian Game Fishing Association

The Association has experienced a second year of membership consolidation. There has been a conscious
attempt to recruit members and strategies for improvement are being implemented.

Sanctioned events run by affiliated clubs has been steady, unfortunately the state’s largest tournament, Exmouth
Game Fishing Club’s (EGFC’s) Gamex was cancelled due to cyclone damage, but their smaller events have been
successful. Broome’s Billfish event experienced good fish numbers this year with one in ten of the 144 fish tagged
being juvenile marlin. Quite the reverse was experienced in the King Bay Game Fishing Club event in August
where there were 90% of the 67 Billfish tagged were Black Marlin. This was complimented by plenty of mackerel
and trevally. Perth GFC’s tournaments at Rottnest and Jurien Bay were well supported with the Jurien Bay event
to be run for a 5th successive year in 2016. The metro Perth tournaments were lucky to score some marlin with
the Fremantle SC, tagging seven in its end of February tournament. Geraldton’s club has held a well-supported
event at the Abrolhos Islands.

Records for Year ending 30th June 2015 (granted and pending)

Major initiatives in which the association has been involved include:

• Further development of an online accreditation course for weigh-masters, which now includes a familiarization
mode useful to all new and existing anglers. This is likely to be picked up by GFAA and rolled out Australia wide. 

• Acquisition of satellite tags for Black Marlin, expected to be deployed in June or July from Exmouth is an
undertaking tying in with an Australia wide project. 

• The Association has also been pro-active in putting together submissions to the Commonwealth Marine
Reserves Review that we hope will yield positive results.

• Further emphasis on tag / measure and release.

A succession plan is part of an overall strategy to update management of the association. This will enhance skills
at club and association level as well as governance in the organisation along with communication and compliance
with the association’s procedures. Most clubs are suffering from a lack of volunteers with the consequence of
high workloads and shortages of requisite manpower at committee and competition level. 

The aspirations of the member clubs vary, but consistent areas of concern include, restrictions on access to
fishing areas and decisions made for apparently political purposes. There is also a desire for development of
club events and profiles including creating events with wider integration with community activities. All clubs are
working to improve membership levels and participation.

Sponsorship funding for clubs that have actively sought it, has continued to decline in line with sponsors
demanding better and measurable returns on their investment. Most clubs however, remain in a sound financial
position as does the Association.

WAGFA values its relationship with Recfishwest and hopes to be a significant part of its Fishing Associations
Reference Group with our primary objective of increasing membership and enhancing the enjoyment of the sport
of game fishing throughout the state.

In all, the outlook is positive and the association looks forward to a year of new initiatives and good fishing.

Peter Coote
President 

WAGFA
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5. association reports continued 

Bluewater Freedivers of Western Australia (BFWA)

BFWA membership currently stands at 58 as we are at the back end of our annual membership renewal process.
Membership is made up of a cross section of breath hold divers interested primarily in the spearing of pelagic and demersal
fish up and down the West Australia coast. Many of our members are also keen underwater breath hold photographers
spending many $000’s on top of the line photography equipment in addition to their normal spearfishing gear.

On any given weekend you may find a BFWA club member shore diving around the Albany area, collecting
crayfish from the reefs around Rottnest (in season of course), burleying a dropoff at The Abrolhos Islands in the
hope of a Wahoo or Spanish Mackeral appearing out of the gloom to making a weekend run up to the Islands off
Carnarvon or Exmouth for a day’s diving before driving back to Perth in time for work on a Monday.

The club welcomes new members and provides existing and new members with a forum to educate each other
around diver safety and keep up to date with relevant fisheries and environmental changes. However first and
foremost create a culture of safety awareness and the sharing of spearing knowledge.

To this end the club was fortunate to obtain a Recfishwest Community Grant during the 2013/14 year that allowed
us to heavily subsidise up to 16 club members to attend a Stage A Freediving Safety course with Apnea Australia
and 6 members to also complete the Stage B, more advanced Freediving course also with Apnea Australia.

This course proved invaluable to those that attended. Conditions of these members being subsidised was that
they had to make themselves available to any other member who had any questions around safety or the
techniques around freediving preparation, training, the effects of spearfishing and freediving on the body, what
and how things can go wrong etc. These members also held information sessions at club meets to relay to those
attending what they learnt from their course.

The ongoing education and training those trained members can provide to newer club members is absolutely
invaluable and something we wouldn’t have been able to offer with such numbers if we hadn’t received a
Recfishwest Grant in the first place.

In the last Grant period we again secured one of the Recfishwest Community Grants to assist with the design, build
and manufacture of our own “Offshore Safety Float”. This ambitious start up safety project for not just spearos
but the general boating public has proven just that with many twists, turns and lessons learned along the way.

I am proud to say though that after almost 18 months in the works we now have a few actual proto types that we
have made locally. These new Offshore Safety Floats are designed to hold all your safety gear in the one place
and should realistically be able to be towed along by the spearo when they are many miles offshore, so that
should they become separated from their boat they have a better chance of being found and/or surviving.

As the float would also ideally double for use as a spearing float with a burley chain and flasher hanging off the unit
we have also designed them to be able to withstand being submerged to depth. On a recent weekend we submerged
them to 18 metres to test their stability and rigidity and they passed with flying colours. We are now looking forward
to making these Offshore Safety Floats available to both club members and the general public very shortly.

The club has held several events for members this year with our first of the season being our annual Crayfish
Competition towards the end of November 2014 with a record number of members attending. We then ran a
club weekend away “down south” in February 2015. Based out of Hamelin Bay, members dived between there
and Augusta to catch some great fish and bring back some tasty shellfish to cook up over the BBQ that night.

It really is a testament to how well our local fisheries are managed when the sole group that dived the Augusta
area told stories of how they lost count of the number of Blue Groper they encountered.

Our annual Pelagic Comp was held in March 2015. This proved a very challenging event as the water temps were
quite unseasonally cold for this time of year so participants struggled for quality fish, but I guess that’s part of
the fun in entering these type of comps.

Lastly we ran another club trip away, this time based out of Dongara in May 2015. Members really struggled in the
dirty water as the river up that way had not long broke through before the trip so visibility was low. Members still
managed to get some nice fish and the comradery around the campfire was as good as ever that night back at camp.

Going forward our club focus will be on the sharing and discussing of all things safety with our divers and promoting
our new and unique Offshore Safety Float. Our hopes for 2016 would be to see more new members join BFWA
and in turn Recfishwest where we can continue to share and push the safety message among spearfishers. 

Simon Munkelt
Secretary

BFWA
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Category State Aust World      Total

Senior Male 12 12 7 31

Senior Female 4 4 5 13

Junior Male 4 3 2 9

Junior Female 5 5 3 13

All Tackle Length 2 2 4



5. association reports continued 

West Australian Undersea Club

The year was marked with the tragic passing of 17-year old Jay Muscat to a suspected great white shark attack at
Three Stripes Beach, 70 kilometres east of Albany on December 29, 2014. Jay was spearfishing close to shore
with Matt Pullella, when he was bitten on the thigh. The injury was so severe that he died before making it to
shore. Jay is sadly missed.

Sharks generate a lot of publicity but for breathhold divers the biggest killer is shallow water blackout. An event
which occurs when a diver’s blood oxygen level drops below the point that consciousness can be maintained.
This is often in the final 10 metres of an ascent hence the term, shallow water blackout. To help promote safe
diving practices, the WAUC with the support of Recfishwest introduced a subsidized program which educated
divers in safe breathhold techniques. It has proven very popular and is now in its fourth year. The knowledge from
these courses is disseminated back to the wider community, formally at Club meetings and informally via outings
and social media.

Being a niche sport spearfishing has benefited greatly from the rise of digital media. There was a time when it
was aging with many adherents being quite mature and young people not knowing where to start. The advent of
Facebook has provided exposure and information and this is reflected in the sport’s rising popularity. WAUC has
seen a concomitant rise in membership with last year’s number exceeding 250. This makes it the largest
spearfishing club in Australia and perhaps the world. 

The Club has attracted many younger members and some of these have come on to the committee with
enthusiasm. With youth comes energy, ideas and relevance. It is through being open to change that progress and
popularity can be maintained. Last year there were 6 events, this year 9 are planned with 4 in regional areas. Some
are open to the public with the rest requiring membership. Members’ benefits included: discounted certified digital
scales and weekly supervised pool training. The latter growing out of the dive courses mentioned earlier.

We have also introduced a Divers Network. This scheme provides a local point of contact for people new to the
Club. New and inexperienced members can contact an experienced diver in their suburb for advice on all matters
relating to breathhold spearfishing. There are more than a dozen such leaders. 

As the West Australian Undersea Club grows it will continue to listen to members and provide the benefits and
education that a good club should at the same time helping to establish a culture of safe and selective breathhold
spearfishing.

Joe Petrovich
Australian Underwater Federation
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5. association reports continued 

West Australian Trout and Freshwater Angling Association (WATFAA)

Again the New Year finds our Association in a good state both financially and socially due to the diligent effort of
the WATFAA Council and general members.  Membership numbers are stable, with many prospective members
making enquiries about WATFAA and most subsequently joining.

Major achievement for the Club this year include 

• Treen Brook restoration project –through a Recfishwest community grant,  this involved the repair of a washed
out section of the brook that hindered the upstream movement of trout and  native freshwater fish 

• Freshwater –WATFAA’s club publication has shifted away from paper copies to electronic copies of WA this
helps the time and man hours it took to distribute as well as being more environmentally friendly

• Freshwater- All issues from the first publication scanned and transferred to digital on a fully searchable format,
these being made available to members

• Pemberton Freshwater Research Centre - (or more commonly known as the Pemberton Hatchery) has received
a roof extension over trout ponds and netting over Marron ponds through requests made by WATFAA to the
appropriate authorities

Club competitions and social events have been very successful and fully attended.  This past year had an
additional competition/social event being added to the calendar based on the level of interest and ongoing
participation. The inaugural Redfin Perch Competition was held around the period of spawning congregations
and aims to reduce the number of these fish in our waterways, as they are considered a feral species by the
Department of Fisheries and environmental agencies. The Winter Wash, Fish-a-Fest, and Redfin Perch
Competition are the three major events designed to enable new or visiting members to get a feel for the club,
gain advice on the right gear to fish with in WA’s unique freshwater fishery, orientate their way around WATFAA
dams, and improve their skills in their chosen form of fishing. For established members it is a great way of
catching up with each other and for them to meet new and current members alike.

We endeavour to continue to provide and indeed expand the very things that attracted the individuals to the club
in the first place.

Translocation of trout in aquaculture, private and public waters has not been an issue this year with the enactment
of the new Trout Management Plan.  Getting approvals to translocate fish is far more streamlined and lead times
decreased significantly.

The major issue for freshwater anglers in WA and Australia in general is the slowly diminishing quality of water
namely, fresh flowing streams and rivers. WATFAA, like other interested parties must face the challenge of
protecting those waters which are available both at present and into the future. In this and many other matters
our club is grateful for the support and assistance given by Recfishwest, Department of Parks and Wildlife, Warren
Catchment Council, Department of Fisheries and some dedicated members of WATFAA.

We are looking to eradicate some areas of blackberry to serve both the general public and our members with a
better and more fulfilling opportunity to fish public waterways. It is pleasing to note however, that the Department
of Fisheries, through the Recfishwest Freshwater Fisheries Reference Group, has once again been very active in
stocking streams, rivers and dams of the South West.  Of particular importance are the fisheries within easy reach
of Perth which have been well stocked.

Bretton Stitfold
Secretary

WATFAA
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section 6:  recfishwest governance statements

Recfishwest Corporate Governance Charter
Recfishwest Governance Statement

Introduction

The Board of Directors of Recfishwest is committed to excellence in corporate governance and enhancing the

interests of the association’s members.  In order to achieve these objectives, the Board has adopted the ASX

Corporate Governance Principles and Recommendations as amended in 2010 (ASX Principles and

Recommendations). These principles have been modified slightly, so as to properly reflect the fact that

Recfishwest is an incorporated association rather than an ASX reporting entity.

Purpose

The Corporate Governance Committee is charged with ensuring that Recfishwest, to the greatest extent possible,

complies with the principles and recommendations espoused below. To this extent, the Corporate Governance

Committee maintains a compliance report which is included in the  annual  report of the association  and which

records the association’s compliance with each of these principles and recommendations  in the preceding twelve

months.

The Recfishwest Governance Committee regularly reviews its corporate governance systems with the aim of

ensuring that Recfishwest continues its commitment to good corporate governance, by having regard to all

relevant developments in its operating environment.

The Nomination and Remunerations Committee is responsible for scheduling performance reviews of each

Director and the CEO which is tabled at the Board level for discussion and recommendations with respect to

remuneration and professional development.  

Management reports as to the effectiveness of the Company’s management of its material business risks at

regular intervals and the Finance, Audit and Risk Committee assesses these risks and reports outcomes and

recommendations to the Recfishwest Board.
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ASX Principles and Recommendations Location in 2015 Annual Report (AR)              Compliance
or on  Website

Principle 1 - Lay solid foundations for management and oversight

Principle 2 - Structure the Board to add value

1.1

1.2

1.3

2.1

2.2

Establish the functions reserved for the
Board and those delegated to senior
executives and disclose those
functions.

Disclose the process for evaluating the
performance of senior executives.

Provide the information indicated in
Guide to reporting on Principle 1.

A majority of the Board should be
independent directors.

The chair should be an independent
director.

Website: See Delegations Register 

Annual Report Page 6

See above

Annual Report Page 6 - 8

Annual Report Page 6

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

ASX Principles and Recommendations Location in 2015 Annual Report (AR)              Compliance
or on  Website

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

3.1

3.2

3.3

The roles of the chair and chief
executive office should not be
exercised by the same individual

The Board should establish a
nomination committee.

Disclose the process for evaluating the
performance of the Board, its
committees and individual directors.

Provide the information indicated in
Guide to Reporting on Principle 2.

Establish a code of conduct and
disclose the code or a summary of the
code as to:

3.1.1     the practices necessary to
maintain confidence in the Company’s
integrity

3.1.2     the practices necessary to take
into account their legal obligations and
the reasonable expectations of
Recfishwest stakeholders

3.1.3     the responsibility and
accountability of individuals for
reporting and investigating reports of
unethical practices

Companies should establish a policy
concerning diversity and disclose the
policy or a summary of that policy. The
policy should include requirements for
the board to establish measurable
objectives for achieving gender diversity
and for the board to assess annually
both the objectives and progress in
achieving them.

Companies should disclose in each
annual report the measurable
objectives for achieving gender diversity
set by the Board in accordance with the
diversity policy and progress towards
achieving them.

Annual Report Page 6, 11

Annual Report Page: 6
Website:  See Nominations and
Remunerations Committee Charter   

An internal questionnaire by the
Chairman has formed the basis of the
reviews to date. 

Reporting requirements on Principle 2
are currently under review by the
Nominations and Remunerations
Committee 

Nominations and Remunerations
Committee Charter

Website:  See  Code of Conduct for
Board of Directors; and Code of Conduct
for Employees

Website:  See Whistle-blower Policy   

Website:  Diversity Policy   

Website:  Diversity Policy   

Annual Report Page 6 - 11

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Principle 3 - Promote ethical and responsible decision making
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ASX Principles and Recommendations Location in 2015 Annual Report (AR)              Compliance
or on  Website

3.4

3.5

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

5.1

5.2

Companies should disclose in each
annual report the proportion of women
employees in the whole organisation,
women in senior executive positions
and women on the Board.

Provide the information indicated in
Guide to reporting on Principle 3.

The Board should establish an audit
committee

Structure the audit committee so that it:

• Consists only of non-executive
directors

• Consists of a majority of independent
directors

• Is chaired by an independent chair,
who is not chair of the Board

• Has at least three members

The audit committee should have a
formal charter.

Provide the information indicated in
Guide to Reporting on Principle 4. 

Establish written policies designed to
ensure compliance with disclosure
requirements and to ensure
accountability at a senior executive
level for that compliance and disclose
those policies or a summary of those
policies.

Provide the information indicated in
Guide to Reporting on Principle 5.

Annual Report Page 6 - 11

See Above 

Annual Report Page 6

Annual Report Page 6 - 11

Website:  See Finance Audit & Risk
Committee  Charter   

Annual Report Page 6 - 11

Website: See Recfishwest Constitution

Website : See Finance, Audit and Risk
Committee Charter 

Not applicable as Recfishwest is not an
ASX reporting entity.

Not applicable as Recfishwest is not an
ASX reporting entity.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

N/A

N/A

Principle 4 - Safeguard integrity in financial reporting

Principle 5 - Make timely and balanced disclosure

ASX Principles and Recommendations Location in 2015 Annual Report (AR)              Compliance
or on  Website

6.1

6.2

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

Design a communications policy for
promoting effective communication
with members encouraging their
participation at general meetings and
disclose their policy or a summary of
that policy

Provide the information indicated in
Guide to reporting on Principle 6.

Establish policies for the oversight and
management of material business risks
and disclose a summary of those
policies.

The Board should require management
to design and implement the risk
management and internal control
system to manage the Company’s
material business risks and report to it
on whether those risks are being
managed effectively.  The Board should
disclose that management has reported
to it as to the effectiveness of the
Company’s management of its material
business risks

The Board should disclose whether it
has received assurance from the chief
executive officer and the chief financial
officer (or equivalent) that the
declarations provided in accordance
with section 295A of the Corporations
Act is founded on a sound system or risk
management and internal control and
that the system is operating effectively
in all material respects in relation to
financial reporting risks.

Provide the information indicated in
Guide to Reporting in Principle 7. 

Website: See Communication
Committee Charter and
Communications Policy

Website: See Communication Policy

Website: See Finance, Audit and Risk
Committee Charter 

Website: See Finance, Audit and Risk
Committee Charter

Not Applicable as Recfishwest is not a
disclosing entity pursuant to S295A of
the Corporations Act 2001(Cth.) 

Not Applicable Recfishwest is not a
disclosing entity pursuant to S295A of
the Corporations Act 2001(Cth.) 

Notwithstanding the above, reporting
requirements on Principle 7 are currently
under review by the Governance
Committee 

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

N/A

N/A

Principle 6 - Respect the rights of members

Principle 7 - Recognise and Manage Risk



section 7:  financial statements

54 annual report 2014   2015

ASX Principles and Recommendations Location in 2015 Annual Report (AR)              Compliance
or on  Website

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

Establish a remuneration committee

Structure the remuneration committee
so that it:

• Consists of a majority of independent
directors

• Is chaired by an independent chair

• Has at least three members

Clearly distinguish the structure of non-
executive directors’ remuneration from
that of executive directors and senior
directors

Provide the information indicated in
Guide to Reporting on Principle 8.

Annual Report Page 6

Website:  See Nominations and
Remunerations Committee Charter   

Annual Report Page 6 - 11

Annual Report Page 5, 18

Website: See Recfishwest Constitution

See Above 

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Principle 8 - Remunerate fairly and responsibly
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PO Box 34, North Beach WA 6920.  Suite F2, 45 Northside Drive, Hillarys WA 6025

Tel: (08) 9246 3366   Email: recfish@recfishwest.org.au  Web: recfishwest.org.au 

Western Australian Recreational and Sportfishing Council trading as Recfishwest ABN: 77 922 817 608


